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Railway Shopmen’s Wages 
ENDING the publication. 
of the findings of the court of inquiry set up by the 


Minister of Labour to examine the claims of the railway 


believed to be imminent, 


trades unions. the focus of attention in matters of railway 
bay has moved to railway shopmen, whose application 
or a substantial pay increase was renewed _ last 
November The last increase in pay which railway 
shopmen received was in February, 1948, and the 
id not participate in the increase granted to lowe! 
paid railwaymen in September. 1950 In May, 1949. 
the N.U.R. submitted an application for a flat-rate increase 
1’ 10s a week. and for enhanced overtime, though the 
Confederation of Shipbuilding & Engineering Unions, 
vhich have railway shopmen in their ranks, were not 


parties to the claim The application was eventually 
declined by the Railway Shopmen’s National Council in 
November. 1949. The renewal of the claim through the 
Shopmen’s Council followed the protracted negotiations 
in the engineering industry which led to new rates of pay 
n November, 1950 This agreement provides for con- 
solidated minimum time rates of 118s. a week for skilled 
ind 100s. for unskilled workers. In view of the increase 
in the minimum rates of timeworkers, the minimum piece 
work standard has been improved, so that piecework prices 
or times must satisfy the condition that a worker of average 
ability can earn at least 45 per cent. on the existing basic 
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rate instead of 27} per cent. as at present. [here are 


many cases where existing prices or times already satisfy 
this new condition, and where this is so no change in prices 
or times ts due, and the workers concerned will receive 
In reply to the railway shopmen’s claim it Is 
understood that, in an endeavour to reach a settlement. the 
Railway Executive has made an offer which the trade 
unions have undertaken to consider. Although the unions 
make with outside rates. the 
practice in the past has been for the railway shopmen to 


No inerease 


comparisons engineering 


keep step with the increases afforded to other railwavmen 


It is. of course, necessary in considering the claim to pay 
some regard to outside engineering, but the positton was 
made abundantly clear in an Industrial Court decision in 
1922. in which the view was expressed that railway service 
should be regarded as a distinct industry to which special 


conditions attach, and that the court should not impose on 


t , lw mr le ] > eT ved > } 
the (then) railway companies and the employees an obliga- 
on to adopt or tollow the rates of wages in other indus- 
1 r classes of labour 


Transport Integration in Scotland 
D' RING the past week Lord Hurcomb has paid another 


isit to Scotland and on Wednesday he tssued State- 
nent on progress made in the integration of rail and road 
services in the Scottish Region This statement is sum- 
marised in other pages this week There has just been 
Started a parcels container service between Glasgow and 
London which will save one-third of the time formerly taken 


by road transport Phis is similar to 
container service now running experimentally 


between tondon and Manchester in which the traffic carried 


from depot to depot 


} { 
(Ne FOud-rali 


imounis to the equivalent of one train-load in each direc- 


tion every day. Lord Hurcomb reterred also to the steamer 


services on the River Clyde which at present are being 
run at a considerabie loss. Tenders are to be invited by 


the Railway Executive for four passenger ferry boats and 
three general-purpose vessels, and, subject to the need for 
something like £1,000,000 will be spent on 
improving these services. Lord Hurcomb explained also 
the position regarding the unremunerative branch lines and 


economy, 


to the progress of the nationalised road passenger services in 
Scotland which 


opel ited 


carried 16,000,000 more passengers and 
750.000 more miles in 1950 than in 1949 


G.N.R.(1.) Stockholders Circularised 
EBENIURI ind stockholders of the G.N.R.(L.) have 


yeen asked to signify their acceptance or relection of 

the valuation of the Dublin and Belfast Governments. on 
vhich the ofer tor acquisition of the company for the sum 
i £3,900,000 Is based Accompanying the voting torm 1s 
statement detailing the inadequacy of the offer and the 


yustice Oo iluation by Stock Exchange quotations. It 
neludes such pertinent sentences as ~ the company remains 
the only Major transport undertaking [fin Ireland] which 
yr Ve vas earned, and still earns, a profit where not 
leprived of its essential powers for a compensation that 
was never met The considerations which led the two 
Governments to agree on their joint offer can have included 


10 reference to the company’s experience since 1935. From 


946 to 1950 the stockholders have spent out of revenue on 


enance end renewals about £1,600,000 more than they 

iow otlered for the whole undertaking, and the offer 

in ot 1.109.900 less than the value of the company’s 
ids and building: alone 


lraffics 
-_ overall decrease in aggregate working expenses ot 
the Canadian Pacific Railway for 1950 and a 
increase in gross earnings, resulted in a 
{5.763.000 1m@provement in net earnings for the year. Gross 
earnings for the 12 months were £126,192,000 and net earn- 
ings amounted to £12.674,000. During December C.P.R 
working expenses rose by £654,000 to £9,654,000, though 
this was accompanied by a_ £1.235,000 increase in gross 
earnings at £11,274,000, and the net result was £581,000 


Overseas Railway 


£5. 108.000 
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higher at £1,62U,000. The improvement in South African 
railways receipts for the financial year 1950-51 amounted to 
£8,737,157 on January 6, when aggregate traffics since 
April 1 were £68,094,555. Receipts for the week ended 
January 6 were £296,985 higher at £1,531,505. On the 
Costa Rica Railway traffic was interrupted on only seven 
days last December, as compared with 25 days in the 
previous year, and receipts for the month were C525,677 





higher at C883.460 Irathics tor the 26 weeks ended 
December 31 were C6,180,729, as compared with 


C5.155.862 for the equivalent period of 1949-50 


C.LE. Fares to be Increased 

i train and bus fares and rail and road freight rates 
are to be raised by Coras lompair Eireann to cove: 

the present wage 

probably be 


the esiimated cost, about £1,000.000, o 
Short-distance bus 
educing the distance of the present 2d. and 3d 


avel by long-distance city buses and provincial 


Increases fares will 


idjusted by 
Stages fra 

buses will also cost inore [he increases cannot vet be esti- 
1a es . , 


negotiations are in progress lor shop grades, road 


eighi workers, and others ! hose who have been granted 
ng the last six months include 


higher salaries and wages du 











the clerical stall, trathe staff, locomotive men, and busmen 
At recent wage negotiations, when the policy of increased 
charges t increased Wages Was stated, it Was Matin- 
tained Ci JUS Ss iithough increased two vears 
age, compared more than favourabiy with those elsewhere 
Ino March 25, 1949, issue we recorded the revision that 
,Cu of C.1.E. rail and oad tares, when the third class 
€ vere iised trom 14d. to 13d i mile lhe 

nereases Were the j expected to p s;duce about £860,000 
YOUL,OOU ron tne Duses and E110.000 on the railways 

Specimen existing third class single fares from Dublin a 

Cork. 24s. 3d. (1654 miles), and Galway. 19s. (128 miles) 

Another United States Railway Strike 

T HE railway strike which began on January 30 among 
: mieis at y is Im Chicage ind D« ot is \} dl 
spre ad to il CITI necessilatl Severe cultS In Services 
d closu of man ctories, and delaying the despatch 
) sUppiles tO WNoOrTea [he Pennsylvania Railroad nas 
stopped all freignt trate out of New York, where the 
New Yo K Centra ind the New Haven have suspel ded 
ill their suburban services lhe strike results from the 
reiusal of the men’s union to accept a pay and working 
agreement, and it comes only six weeks afte similal 


strike which collapsed uitel 


ment 


three days, when the Govern- 
order. Last year the unions 
week and a w ige increase of 2s. 3d 
an hour tor operating stall. When 
iol met, and a national railway strike threatened in August, 
President Truman ordered the army to take over the rail- 
wavs, Which it has since technically operated. Conferences 
in Washington between the unions and the managements 
are reported to have reached a deadlock, but are continuing, 

request of the national mediation board. 


issued an anti-strike 
demanded a 40-hr 


these demands were 


it the 


Effect of Tunnels on Radio Signals 


HEN radio communication is extended beyond its 
usual marshalling yard applications to service on 


running lines, the effect of tunnels may limit its usefulness. 
Experiments at Lees Moor Tunnel with metre-wave equip- 
ment some time ago that three relay stations 
would be necessary inside the tunnel for reliable exchange 
of messages between signal boxes respectively half a mile 
and a mile and a half from its ends. In recent months 
further tests have been made on decimeire wavelengths at 
Watford and Primrese Hill Tunnels by engineers of the 
G.E.C. Research Laboratories with the co-operation of the 
London Midland Region. \ survey of the results pub- 
lished in the Wireless World shows that reliable communi- 
cation through both tunnels was obtained on 460 Mc/s. 
curvature of the line having little effect and no relay stations 
being employed. On this frequency, however, there was 


. 


suggested 
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a marked fall in signal strength when the transmitting 
aerial was moved just inside the tunnel and the receiver 
was in the open at the other end. On 1,400 Mc/s this effect 
was not recorded, but the conclusion is that the lowe 
frequency probably would be preferred for practical 
reasons. The suggested range for communication in and 
through tunnels is between 82 Mc/s and 460 Mc/s, but 
relay stations would be necessary at the lower end. 


lrain Speed Recording 

MONG the many problems associated with the day to 

day running ot a railway system is the monitoring 
and control of the speed of trains on sections of the line 
over which it is necessary to impose speed restrictions 
To ensure that speed limits are being obeyed, the rate at 
which each train passes through the restricted zone should 
be measured and permanently recorded with the time of 
measurement. Indeed, the fact that such recordings are 
probably has a deterrent effect on any ten 
dency by drivers to ignore such restrictions, and so provides 

etfective control in itself. turthermore, informatio! 
regarding the average speed and density of tratlic over 
particular section of the line is often of considerable value 


being made, 


to railway administrations \ type ol train speed recorde! 
that has recently been evolved 1s described in other page 
his week 
A New Booking Office at Victoria 
: ip veW booking hall at Victoria for the Eastern Sectior 
of the Southern Region, and the most up-to-date at 
London terminus, is slightly smaller than its predecesso! 
yut the clear floor space gives it an air of greater spacious 
nes It is flanked on three sides by a modern, glass-fronted 
ticket olfice, an attractively-designed bookstall, and a row 
ol telepnone booths. [he six ticket Windows have bronze 
frames and illuminated interchangeabie “ first,” “ third, 
ind * advance booking “ signs. In the centre are timetable 
ds and clock As described in our article elsewhere 
n this issue, perhaps the most striking feature is the lighting 
in which cold cathode fluorescent tubes are used to torm 
lecorative circular ceiling features, as Well as being installed 
in standard fittings forming a rectangle over the centre of 
the hall \ warmth of tone is given by the use of white 


d gold tubes together. Previous cold cathode lighting 
tallations on the Southern have included Hastings book 
ing hall and the Arrow ” plattorm at Victoria, 
but the latest example goes a step turther in treating lighting 


s an architectural 


Golden 


feature 


Locomotives for Tanganyika 
thee policy of designing rolling stock 
capable of conversion to 3 ft. 6 in. Zauge Owing to 
the probable unification of gauges in Africa south of the 
Equator has been adopted by the Crown Agents for the 
Colonies for some years. This policy has been continued 
in the design of two side-tank locomotives recently supplied 
by W. G. Bagnall Limited, Stafford, for operating on the 
Tanganyika section of the East African Railways & 
Harbours, and the wheel centres have been designed so that 
new tyres can be fixed in the 3 ft. 6 in. position by reducing 
the dia. of the wheel centres and increasing the tyre thick- 
ness by $ in. The locomotives, which are described and 
illustrated elsewhere in this issue, are generally similiar to 
shunting engines previously supplied to Tanganyika, but 
they include also a number of new features with a view to 
standardisation of parts with other locomotives already in 
operation. The locomotives are of plate-frame construc- 
tion with pressed-steel frame stays, and the cylinders are 
16 in. dia. x 22 in. stroke. Steam distribution is effected 
by 8 in. dia. piston valves actuated by Walschaerts valve 
gear. The Ajax system of grease lubrication is provided on 
the motion. side rods, connecting, and eccentric rods. The 
firebox is of Belpaire design and fitted between the frames. 
The inside firebox is of copper and the roof is stayed by 
direct steel stays with four rows of sling stays at the front 
to allow for expansion; the water space stays are of copper. 


metre-gauge 
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Gas-Turbine Deyelopment in U.S.A. 
a the U.S.A. the Union Pacific Railroad has ordered from 
the American Locomotive and General Electric com- 
ies ten gas-turbine-electric locomotives similar to the 
which has been under test for the past 18 months. 
eady this pioneer locomotive has been in operation for 
YO hours, running some 80,000 miles, handling in all 
000,000 gross ton-miles of freight. Some of the tests 
e been severe, for the altitudes to be surmounted on the 
cipal main line are considerable and reach a maximum 
8.013 ft. The locomotive appears to be working satis- 
torily on Bunker © oil, which is a cheap grade of fuel. 
new locomotives, like the first unit, will be of 4,500 
p. each, 83 ft. 7) in. long, and carried on four four- 
with all eight axles motor-driven. They will 
e driving cabs at one end only, rat it 
be the intention to use them as twins of 9,000 b.h-p., 
} 


) Multiple-unit control. They will be rega 


eel bogies, \ 
which suggests tl 
rded as freight 
a maximum speed of 65 m.p.h 
et there does not appear to have been any experimental 


ition of passenger trains in the U.S.A 


notives and geared fo1 


with gas 


le-electric powell 


\ New Chairman for the Railway Executive 





4 | THOUGH the ssignation of Sir Eustace \iissende 
\ from the chairmanship of the Railway Executive was 
ounced before the end of last vear and it was known 
v¢ Would be relinquishing his duties as from January 
the name of his successor was not made public until 
lay on which the change-over was to take place The 
oothness of the transition was by no means assisted b 
delay in the interim. It was but natural that number 
res Tor th Ippo tment should hay been canvassed 
l a state of uncertainty created which could have been 
oided by a more speedy announcement by the Minister 
t he was appointing Mr. John Elliot. Chief Regional 
cer of the London Midland Region. to tl | 
ive position on the’ British itionalised ra 
n. Toa great many railwavmen the app ment will 
on ne surprise His was the first name which came 
ind when it was known that Sir Eustace Missenden 
Ci decided that the um h id irrived for h m to | down 
burden of a very onerous office. On the other hand. 
ere can be no denying that there were others in the field 
10 felt that thev had claim to consideration. just as 
‘re were some who were convinced that they could nomi- 
ite railway officers whose especial talents made them 
serving of selection 
In any circumstances, the decision as to who should be 


ipproached to fill the chairmanship at the Railway Execu 
tive could not be without its especial difficulties. In 1947 
a clear-cut case for inviting one or other of the 
General Managers of the then-existing main-line railways 
© undertake the task. Since that time there have been 
langes in relative status on the railways. Moreover, at 
the present juncture the position is made no easier by the 
ict that, within the next two years, one must expect 
hanges in the personnel and perhaps even in the constitu- 
tion of the Railway Executive itself. 

In the ordinary course of events, if the railways had 
emained in private hands, Mr. Elliot would have succeeded 
o the General Managership of the Southern Railway. 
vhich he joined in 1925. He would have been the natural 
successor to Sir Eustace Missenden in that capacity and it 
nust be a matter for gratification to all Southern railway- 
nen that both the first and second chairmen of the Rail- 
vay Executive should have come from their ranks, for 
part from Mr. Elliot’s recent period of office as Chief 
Regional Officer of the London Midland Region, which he 
las Occupied for only a year, the whole of his railway 
ireer has been spent with that line. Both he and Sir 
Eustace Missenden came directly under the influence of 
Sir Herbert Walker, and on more than one occasion Mr. 
Elliot has paid generous tribute to the inspiration and 


ncouragement which he received from that distinguished 


there Was 
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railway manager. Since 1936 he has been very closely 
associated with Sir Eustace Missenden, to whom for many 
vears he acted as deputy, first when Sir Eustace (then Mr.) 
Missenden was Traffic Manager, and afterwards General 
Manager. 

There can be no dispute as to the magnitude and com- 
plexity of the task which Mr. Elliot has undertaken. At 
present, perhaps more than at any other time, the railways 
face problems both internal and external which will call 
for skilled and energetic leadership, resourcetulness and 
the creation of a close loyalty and team-spirit throughout 
the service if they are to be surmounted successfully. Mr. 
Elliot is a personality who has had a_ wide 
eXperience on the administrative and trathic side of railway 
management. In a relatively short time he has achieved a 
high measure of success in the profession he adopted 
twenty-six Not the least of his achievements 
has been the close relationship he has always fostered with 
his colle 


vigorous 


vears ago 


' | 
igues and all grades of stalf on the systems he has 


Itv he has secured from those with whom 


served and the lova 1 
he has worked. These gifts should stand him in good stead 
n the task which he is now undertaking 


Ihe Coal Crisis 





A | LER saving mu coal (ArOURN Sk i) Weeding out ol 
f passenger services with a minimum of inconvenience to 
ve tray nD { R “A Executiv yw has had to 
Start on a iurla S es Of CuULS I passenger services, some 
4 ! ) X i tI » Sp 1d 1 rd O1 the Codi econo- 
li ted th \ C en sewhere in this tssue The 
tit s (including restaurant-car facilities) so fat 
celled n t fi sight seem to cause hardship to 
i yf th elling blic, or restriction of 
industrial ot t. for reduction of business and workmen's 
Ss a] curelully voided: alternatives of one kind 
d r to the chief long-distance eXpresses in most 
ses alreac ist. or are being provided, and restaurant 
cars Nave O¢ iwharaw oO! vhere patronage did not 
ustil ht hauled and reduction of seating 
capucil 
l vals a iunced nevertheless are un- 
ort t uulways from the commercial point of 
It is only recently that, with their resources depleted 
d the Treasury ban on many new works, British Railwavs 
ve begun to offer services which in frequency and in the 
provision ol refreshment-car and other amenities could be 
said to be in any way comparable to pre-war. The public, 
which is always ready to grumble, is to some extent bound 
to interpret the careful pruning of services (especially if it 
fects the more spectacular expresses) as a wholesale 
worsening: and this, with the relatively high railway fares, 


in some transfer of patronage to bus and motor- 
to the latter especially. Road passenger transport 
directly affected by the crisis (even if it will suffer 


later on from reduced industrial output or electric power 


coach 


is nol 


road traflic operators indeed are ready and anxious 
ind long-distance passenger traffic which 


cuts): 


for much medium- 


is now rail-borne, and the extent to which some under- 
takings are prepared to go is shown by the planned intro- 
duction of long-distance motorcoaches with restaurant 
facilities of which we give some account elsewhere in this 
issue 


What has been done so far, however, and what is to be 
done next week are only the beginning of a whole series of 
drastic steps to effect further coal economies, which were 
being considered by the Railway Executive at the time we 
went to press. If freight services are to be left untouched, 
as the Executive has announced, further economies can 
result only from yet further passenger train withdrawals, 
and these will really inconvenience the travelling public. 
The lucrative football and other special train traffic of this 
kind so far has been hardly affected, partly for commercial 
reasons and very largely because operation of special trains 
on Saturday afternoons and in other off-peak periods 
involves a disproportionately small consumption of coal. 

With the prevailing shortage of ships, it is hard to see 
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Irish steamship sailings could be reduced 

valuable perishable and other freight 
traflic, though the curtailment of the Heysham-Beltfast 
service is ominous. The history of the conversion in this 
country of locomotives to burn oil during the coal crisis of 
1947, and their subsequent re-conversion, Is an unhappy one 

through no fault of the railways themselves: so tar there 
seems to be no move to such conversion of British Railways 
engines, although the Federation of British Industries has 
prevailed upon the Government to supply costly oil fuel tor 


how Channel 
without atlecting 


now unused electric generators, and to large consumers oi 
coal for industrial purposes In passing, the F.B.1. sug- 
gestion that the tonnage of coal in transit on rail is too large 


and could be reduced, shows disregard of the vagaries ol 





many consignees in clearing w s. It seems clear that 
the train cuts in operation and nned will cause little 
anv redundancy among railwa The 15 per cent 
all-round cut in industrial coal allocations must of course 
affect the railways, not as sers, but ther commercial) 
as carriers of coal and ot the commodities which will be 
restricted in output as a result ot reduced coal allocations 
All this, besides the other troubles with which the ratl 


wavs ure beset. such as the ellect of the defence programme, 


to which we referred editorially in lust week's issue, Is no 
fault of British Railways. Why, in ountry which was 
said by a member ol the present Government to De made 
ol coal.” there should de a serious threat to ndustrial pro- 
duction and all that that implies. and drastic reductions in 
steam-hauied train services, is a debatable question It 


quite clear however that for the past five years almost every 
conceivable remedy has been 
and housing for the miners, 
into account the increases in population a 
sumption) in the amount of coal raised. The miners, who 
generally enjoy pay and conditions far superior to those of 
railwavmen, may perhaps be induced to increase the 

output. But before the crisis is over, there will be much 
inconvenience to the public 
industry, and from 


sufferers 





ipphied cluding higt 





With no real increase (taki 


id industrial con 


and dislocation 


this the railwavs will be the worst 


Ulster Transport Authority 


| HE U.T.A iccounts for the second vear to Septen 
ber 30, 1950, show a turnover of £5,640,000 and a 
trading loss of £213,600, the latter resulting from losses on 


railways (£323,100), road haulage (£162.400), and hotels and 
catering. There was a profit on bus operation of £259,300 
A comparison with the previous year is mislea ding. As 
the N.C.¢ Railway and hotels were icqu red six montl 
after the other two undertakings (the B.C.D.R. and 
N.LR V.B.) with which the U.T.A. began: this means that 
only six months’ figures were included for the N.C.C. line 


Vs 
l 





in the first year’s accounts. and these months included the 
More profitable summel 

During the Vear, buses operal d 35 million miles vith 
98 million passenger journeys. and road freight services 
operated 13 million miles and carried 1-4 million tons o 
merchandise and 746,000 head of livestock Passenge 
train-mileage was 2°1 million, with nearly 10 > million 
passenger journeys: treight train-mileage was 70,000, 
carrving 657.000 tons of Merchandise and 200.000 head ot 


livestock 
Ihe chief causes for the deterioration in the financi: 
position were the inflationary trend in costs; the meeenaed 


fuel-oil tax and 


. > ' } 1 \ » icl 
yurcnase tax on ome haulage vehicles: de 


rationing of petrol resulting in iter use of privately 
owned lorries and of private cat . ith loss to the U.T.A 


of both passengers and freight, weunily of the more profit- 
able traffic: and a poor tourist season due to bad weather 
Remedial measures being taken publicity and 
appointment of cross-channel agencies to attract traffic: 
integration of staff and facilities: elimination of duplicate 
and uneconomical services: and technical improvements 
such as fuel economy, use of containers, and mechanical 
handling of freight Economies made however tend to 
be obscured by rising costs 


include 
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With rising operating costs, rate and fare reductions a 
unlikely, and the question arises as to whether an increa 
is called for immediately. The report states that it 
inconceivable that any business required to balance | 
budget can maintain the quality of, or the prices it charg: 
ts commodities or services and at the same time Me 
continuing increases in wages and in the cost of what it h 
to buy A review of rates and fares is therefore essential 
Any proposal to close the Belfast-Londonderry (form, 
main line and such important branches as t 
Belfaust-Bangor (former B.C.D.R.) line, because these m 
would immediately raise other matters of princip| 
ilthough how they were to be kept open if it was cx 
whilst not p 


Lol 


Not pay, 


dered that the public interest so require 
| 


neir Way, raises issues of ts own 


South African Railways in 1950 


increase in all types of tratlic was one of the hig! 
ights of 1950 for the South African Railways, accor 
1 oO a review of the years operations by Mr. W 
Heckroodt, the General Ma Nagel After a disappointi 
improvement set in after June, and in Novembe 


nost every record was broken. Each successive week 
that month showed increased earnings, reaching a pea 
1.897.787. and wagon loadings were well above 100,00 


he Truck Distribution Committee, set up in February 
19, ensured that the best use was made of every wagol 
d that all ‘essential transport requirements were met 

ihe increasing demand tor covered tratlie has meant 

corresponding increase in the stock of tarpaulins, an expel 


sive item us tarpaulins now cost ipiece, compared wit 
£6 10s. betore the war. 
Suburban trathie has been under special review im 


being — at a loss, although in 1949-50 there was at 
increase Of 2,207 ‘815 in suburban journeys, Improvement 
to stations, particularly Johannesburg and Germiston, addi 
tional tracks, i tch on running times, and the pro 
vision ot new rolling stock, will remove delays to an 
overcrowding of suburban trains 
Because of more intensive user, and large orders placed 
motive power resources are fairly satisfactory. At the end 
ol March, 1950, the S.A.R. had 2,482 steam engines and 
218 electric units in service. The increase over 1948-49 was 
278 steam locomotives and 38 electric units. In the last 
ix years, 24,792 wagons have been added, making a net 
allowances for scrapping, of 22,937 in the 
past ten years Carrying capacity has increased from 
1,482,996 tons in 1945 to 2,130,177 tons in 1950. At the 
end of March last, 116 new coaches have gone into service 
the total coaching establishment was previously 5,240. 


i close Wa 


increase, altel 





The handling of goods traffic is being improved. Direc- 
tional loading, for instance, is now applied wherever pos 
sible, enabling transhipment to be reduced. A sum ot 

20,000 has been set aside for mechanical handling 


machines, after 
Port Elizabeth 


experiments with two fork-lift) trucks 2 
Limited use of palletisation is being con 

At places where the need is acute, platform -haul 
ts and trailers have been introduced 


UCiCGd 


[here has been a significant reduction in claims: the 
eduction for the whole the Union for June, July, and 
\ugust last was [8-2 per cent., compared with last yeal 
evertheless, because of compensation payable to persons 


“doin 
I 


CU if) 


a train accident and a rise in commodity prices 
idministration had to pay £9,982 more. or 32:6 pel 
claims in those months than in the corre 
sponding three months of the previous year. The disposal 
ol claims has been greatly speeded up. At one time it 
1948, the oilice of the System Manager in Johannesburg 
had in hand 33,000 unsettled claims: there are now only 87 

[he need tor a railway linking Beil Bridge with West 
Nicholson in Southern Rhodesia. to relieve the strain on 
the Mafeking-Bulawayo line, was strongly represented to 
the recent Central & Southern Africa Transport Confer- 
ence. It was decided that the matter should be left. in 
abeyance, until the traffic potential of the Mafeking-Bula- 

ayo line had been examined, and the Beit Bridge line 


cent. more, 
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d another line from Bulawayo to Lourengo Marques 
d been investigated. . 
During the past year, construction of new lines was con- 
‘trated on two—Broodsnyersplaas-Vandyksdrift, and 
ootvlei-Redan. Main line improvements made good 
yeress. On the mechanical side shortages of staff and 
aterials were adverse factors, though not so much as 
eviously. Improved workshop organisation and overtime 
rking, however, have enabled heavy repairs to be com- 
eted to a much greater number of engines. 
Relations between staff and management have been 
tisfactory, and the conciliation and consultative machi- 
ry has worked well. Last year the wage bill totalled 
per cent. of all revenue, compared with 46 per cent. in 
139-40. The development of training methods to ensure 
: efficiency of the individual and thus keep down the 
tal numbers of staff has therefore become increasingly 
ential. 


Rhodesian Railway Expansion 

ESPITE shortages of resources, materials and labour, 
i the Rhodesia Railways have considerably expanded 

ring the past three to four years. Since April, 1947, 82 

comotives and 2,706 wagons have been put into service, 

presenting increases of 39 and 61 per cent. 

Workshops at Bulawayo and Umtali have been expanded 
ia cost of £106,500 and machinery valued at £114,000 has 
een installed or ordered. A modern engine shed costing 
214,000 is being built at Bulawayo. Mechanical coal 

indling is being installed at several places. Many goods 

eds have been improved and expanded, especially at 
salisbury and Bulawayo. Additional depots have been pro- 
ded, and since 1946 some 93 new private sidings have 
een constructed. More than 44 miles of track have been 

‘id in traffic yards over the system, and a new goods yard 
as been built at Lochinvar to serve Salisbury. 

At Bulawayo a noteworthy start has been made on a 
omprehensive plan. The approach line from the south 
ius been deviated over 34 miles, involving the excavation of 
ore than 257.000 cu. yd. of earth and rock. Large new 
idustrial areas will shortly be opened, fully served with 
ailway facilities. Elsewhere, grading and curvature 1s 
cing improved to increase line capacity, and several devia- 
tions have been carried out. A major deviation in progress 
nvolves the complete realignment of approximately 14 
niles and a new bridge of four spans totalling 361 ft. in 
connection with the Hunyani Poort Dam near Salisbury. 

To assist in these and other similar works (including a 
ealignment over 46 miles through difficult country be- 
tween Wankie and Dett), a large fleet of earth-moving 
quipment has been built up. Other trackwork includes 
96 miles re-railed, 302 miles re-sleepered, and 268 miles 
vallasted, with bridge strengthening and renewals. Eight 
lew stations have been opened and 39 new crossing places 
provided to increase sectional capacity. Sidings at many 
tations have been increased in length. 

Centralised train control of the latest design is being 
nstalled between Bulawayo and Gwelo (about 100 miles). 
Mechanical and colour-light signalling has been installed 
at some stations and sidings, and mechanical point indi- 
cators have been installed over 187 miles between Bula- 
wayo and Inyantue. Telegraph and telephone communica- 
tions have been improved over long distances, involving 
the erection of 1,200 miles of new copper wire. New 
telephone exchanges have been provided and teleprinters 
ire now working between Salisbury and Bulawayo (about 
300 miles) and Bulawayo and Johannesburg (over 500 
miles). 

European staff has increased by 36 per cent. from 4,992 
to 6,781 and non-Europeans by 15 per cent. from 14,734 
to 16,916, but instability and wastages still occur on a large 
scale. There is a recruiting campaign in the United King- 
dom. The paybill has increased from £3,174,115 to 
£5,242,696. New houses built for staff total 570, plus 670 
single quarters and rest rooms, involving complete town- 
ships at some places, complete with roads, sewerage, elec- 
tricity, and water supplies. 
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Kowloon-Canton Railway 


669N the light of the political events which have taken 
place covering the period,” states the report for the 
year ended March 31, 1950, of the Kowloon-Canton Rail- 
way, “it would have taken an extremely bold person to 
have prophesied that the British Section of the railway 
would again break all previous records in the number of 
passengers carried and revenue earned. Yet such has been 
the case.” The report sketches the effects on the railway of 
the Communist victory, inciuding the rapid conclusion of 
a working agreement with the new Chinese authorities in 
November, 1949. The passenger figures over this short line 
of 36 km. are an all-time record, even if largely the result 
of the abnormal political situation. 
The following are some of the principal results: 


1948-49 1949-50 
Thousands 

Goods tonnage conveyed 80 104 
Passenger journeys 3,879 5,264 

$ H.K. thousands 
Goods receipts . 310 76! 
Passenger receipts 6,195 6,46! 
Gross railway receipts 7,076 7,783 
Railway operating expenditure 3,480 3,555 
Net operating revenue 3,596 4,228 


The report mentions through working of goods trains 
between Kowloon and Shanghai as from March, 1950, for 
the first time in the history of the railway, and adds that, 
from an Operating point of view, there are no reasons why 
this traffic should not develop under peaceful conditions 
provided competitive rates with sea and river transport 
are charged. Many military specials were run. 

Despite unsettled political conditions, the year saw steady 
progress in restoration of the railway to its pre-war condi- 
tion, mainly in way and works; considerable improvements 
were effected in track, sidings, goods terminal, and pas- 
senger handling facilities. 


Minneapolis & St. Louis Railway 
NDER the odd title of “ Milestones on the Prairie,” * 
Mr. Frank P. Donovan has written the story of an 
odd railway, the Minneapolis & St. Louis. This name 
is deceptive. The railway ends far north of St. Louis. It 
is a bridge line between the northwestern railways serving 
Minneapolis and 13 eastern railways exchanging traffic 
at Peoria, in Illinois. Diesel-hauled “time freights” cover 
the 476 miles between these junctions in 17 hr. 55 min., 
making six stops to attach or detach wagons. Some of 
Mr. Donovan’s crispest pages describe a trip in the caboose 
of express freight train 20. The run was made on time 
for the railway has to justify its slogan— 
“Between east and west 
M. & St. L. Peoria gateway best.” 

No slogan could save the M. & St. L. 
1923 into a receivership lasting for 20 years—a record spell 
for a Class | railway. The vigorous policy of Mr. Lucian 
C. Sprague, who was appointed receiver in 1935, made the 
property pay its way. The second world war helped the 
railway to increase freight carryings and perhaps Mr 
Donovan goes too far in claiming that it is now “one of 
the most efficient, well-managed and lucrative of proper- 
ties.” Its scope is limited to freight train working over 
1,400 route miles and to the running of 2 passenger trains 
a day over half that mileage. In 1949 its operating ratio 
was 81°6 per cent. and its railway operating income was 
$1,356,000. 

In the same region of the States, the Chicago Great 
Western, working only 70 more miles, had an operating 
ratio of 75 per cent. and a railway operating income of 
$2,666,000. C.G.W. traffic statistics put the M. & StL. 
results in the shade. But withaut enthusiasm for his sub- 
ject, Mr. Donovan could not have written a volume of 
300 pages about a minor American railway. His book is 
= to read,—printing, illustrations and maps being very 
clear. 


from passing in 


*** Milestones on the Prairie.”’ By 
U.S.A 


5} in 


: Frank P. Donovan, Jr. New York, 
Simmons-Boardman Publishing Company, 30, Church Street. 84 in. x 
310 pp. Illustrated. Price $4.50. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


(The Editor is not responsible for the opinions of correspondents) 


Train Service Cuts 


January 16 

Sin,—No doubt thanks to the present fuel situation some 
curtailment of train services became inevitable. It is with 
dismay, however, that I note that some services are to 
be suspended entirely, surely an action of doubtful legal 
validity? 

It seems unfortunate that services should be suspended, 
even if only temporarily, just when British Railways are 
offering prizes for ideas for attracting more traffic! It 1s 
obvious there is a risk that passengers forced on to the 
roads by the present proposals may take a lot of tempting 
back on to the railways. 

At Eastleigh there is in store a number of oil-burning 
locomotives left over trom 1947 A start recently has 
been made on breaking up some of these ill-fated loco 
motives. It seems a pity that some use cannot be made 
of these locomotives now, especially as the fuel oil situa 
tion is improving slightly as more into 
operation in this country. 

As a long-term measure tor saving fuel | suggest bette 
running shed facilities and maintenance, betier bette: 
timekeeping, and thus a tightening up of turnover times 
Many or your readers have no doubt been 
the articles and correspondence on the Norfolk & Wester 


refineries come 


. | 
COdl 


interested in 


Railway: it is of course on these points that this line 
scores. I doubt Hf its locomotives are more efficient than 
our best types: they are run under better conditions 
Yours faithtully. 
B. LATHAM 


Ss. Wheatsheaf Close. Woking 

Economics of Long-Distance Electrification 
January 29 

A. Vineze 


the costs and pe 


December | issue Mr. Stephen 


Information on 


Sik,—In your 


gives some interesting 


formances of long-distance electrifications with high 
voltage direct-current and single-phase current 

| take the liberty of mentioning that table 4 contains 
an error A section of 0.403 in for the return teeders 
is indicated, whereas the exact figure should certainly be 
(.201 in, to obtain the total copper section of 0.403 in 

In Switzerland all electrification with single-phase cur 
rent at 16% cvcles is carried out’ without return feeders 
and the total copper section is 0,332 in. (214 mm ) for 
double track line and comprises only one contact line o! 


(107 mm) for each track. On single line tracks 
an auxiliary line of 0,078-0.109 in. (SO-70 mm) exists 
besides the contact line of 0,132-0,166 in. (85-107 mm 
This is less for increasing the conductivity than to enable 
sections of the contact line to be put out of service 
The same arrangement will be adopted for electrifica 
tion with single-phase current at 50 cycles. Thus an 
important reduction of the costs per 1,000 miles of ove 
head contact line indicated in table 4 in comparison with 
corresponding costs for d.c.. will occur 

Table 8 gives figures for traction motors referring to 
the different current systems which do not correspond to 
ictuality. The output of the motors which can be accom 
modated with the individual axle drive with wheel dia. ot! 
4.12-4,62 ft. (1.250-1.400 mm.) and for normal track is of 
about 1.000 h.p. for all current systems. For motors, as 
built in Switzerland, table 8 has to be modified : 


C.166 in. 


1,500 V 16% cycles 50 cycles 
d.c a.c a.c 
One-hour rating for each 
driving axle, h.p 1,050 1,000 720 1,000 
Weight of motor, Ib. ... 8,600 8,820 6,500 8,820 
(kg.) (3,900) (4,000) (2,950) (4,000) 
Specific weight, Ib.'h.p. 8:2 8:82 9-05 8-82 
(kg.'h.p.) (3:7) (4) (4-1) (4) 
Motors for S.N.C.F Loetschberg S.N.C.F Bo-Bo and 
Bo-Bo Bo-Bo Co-Co Co-Co design 
Oerlikon Swiss Federal Oerlikon Oerlikon 
Co-Co 
In service ji 1952 1944/52 1950 


When comparing the specific weights it is necessary to 
consider that d.c. motors generally aliow the use of the 
one-hour output at relatively lower speeds while singie- 
phase a.c. motors give a higher tractive effort at greaiei 
speeds, especially when single-phase 50 cycles current is 
used 

The table and especially the figures based on the results 
gained with the 50 cycles motors of the S.N.C.F. Co-Co 
locomotive shows that it is possible to build locomotiyes 
for single-phase S50 cycles with performances which can 
be compared with those of other current systems. 

Yours faithfully, 
L. H. LEYVRAz 
\teliers de Construction Oerlikon, Zurich 50 


Railway Charges, Efficiency, and Integration 
January 20 

Sik. —In answer to the points Mr. J. S. Boumphi 
Makes in vour issue of January 19, | understand that S 
William) Wood in his paper set out to consider a numb 
of related factors, of which efficiency was one. He ce 
tainly said that there was probably a link between * 
eiliciency figures and inferior services, and surely in stati 
that a volume of tratlic 50 per cent. greater in 1944 than 

3$ was carried for substantially fewer engine hours, 
vas dealing with operating efficiency, not costs. 

When I said that railway services in 1944 probab 
epresented the greatest inferiority in railway history. | 
was stating a fact without In any way reflecting on t 

ignificent work done by the railway staff. I have nev 

ivered fraction from my fervent belief that the j 
could have been done much more efficiently and econon 
cally, and with much less strain on the railway staff, if t 
ailway Managements, In the years between the wars h 
ncorporated the road vehicle to the maximum extent wil 

way operations, on the lines | have long advocated 
That is not @ criticism of the railway stall, but of obscu 
ntist Management by a generation now fast disappearti 


from the scene 


ZOO 


Yours faithfully, 
FREDERICK SMITH 
Hallowell Road. Northwood 


Southern Region Pacifics 
January | 

Sik,—It should certainly help readers to have before the 
the excellent diagram sent by Mr. Lawrence and reproduced 
in your December 22 However, in common wit 
many other readers, | am not an experienced, qualified loco 
motive engineer, nor am I biased. But whether or not 
readers possess the qualifications deemed necessary by Mt 
lawrence, they can still only form “ opinions,” to use M1 
Lawrence’s own word. Many are the opinions which have 
been expressed on Mr. Bulleid’s valve gear since it was 
introduced, but opinions are not sufficient. 

| would not like to say whether Mr. Bulleid’s valve geai 
is good or not, but it is only fair to ask that opinions should 
be supported by facts and figures. Looking at Mr. Law 
rence’s diagram, it appears to me that any error due to 
chain slack is reduced sevenfold by the combination lever 
betore being multiplied threefold by the valve rocker, and 
therefore the error in the valve events is three-sevenths ot 
that due to chain slack. 

Mr. Pink in his letter very fairly says that Mr. Lawrence's 
original article stated that facts as to the technical design 
and construction of the valve gear of the S.R. Pacifics, but 
to say that he did not indulge in mere hearsay is not exacts 
true. Mr. Lawrence reported some opinions on the engines 
expressed by certain railwaymen friends. Further, he 
promised to “spill the beans” about the boilers of these 
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comotives if any further proof was needed of their 
efficiency. 

Mr. Pink seems to have missed my point when he says that 
was “ unwittingly admitting the inability of the design to 
serate successfully and efficiently ” when | wrote ol the 
vreater strain involved on stopping trains. The point ts 
that on stopping trains it is more than ever important that 

e standard of driving and maintenance should be high. 

Hard work and indifferent driving and maintenance will 
on send a locomotive to its grave. Under normal traffic 
inditions few trains on the Eastern Section could really be 
lescribed as anything other than stopping trains, and 
erefore | cannot agree with Mr. Pink’s claim that “West 
ountry” and “Battle of Britain” Pacifics are only occa- 
onally used on stopping trains. 

In his last paragraph Mr. Pink gives us the benefit of his 
own view, not only on the Pacifics but on the * Leader ~ 
lass as Well, about which even less is known. We all want 
know more about both classes, but please let us deal 
ith one complicated locomotive at a time. 
Could the officers concerned on the Railway Executive or 
uthern Region draw up a table showing comparable avail- 
yility figures for the Southern Region overall, * Merchant 

Navy.” * West Country “ and “* Battle of Britain ” classes. 
nd also, if possible. overall availability figures for othe1 
egions and locomotive types? 

Ihere must be thousands interested in railways. pro- 
ssionally and otherwise, who would welcome the appear- 
ce of such a table. The table would then kill for all time 
imours, good and bad, about the availability of the 
southern Region Pacifics 
Yours faithtully, 
P. E. SAXBY 
Miarville Road, S.W.6 


Accidents at Level Crossings 


December 29 
a common practice in the U.S.A. tor 
hand-worked points to be electrically controlled 
rom the appropriate “tower” or C.T.C. machine. It 
should not be difficult to fit such an electric lock to out 
.ing crossing gates and so control them from a signalbox,. 
release from which would be necessary to open the 


They could be applied to attended or unattended 
rossings. 


Sik.—It is quite 


ocally 


Against the expense can be set the saving in time and 
orry by both the railway and general public concerned, 
he reduction of material damage, and less loss of life 

The locks could be held on by the presence of an 
ipproaching train within at least full braking distance 
Ihe position of the gates could be repeated in the boxes 
on either side, or at suflicient distance to give ample 
varning to drivers. 

At crossings likely to change their character, such a 
ck could be fitted and removed when the reduction ot! 

iffic no longer justified Its use. 

Yours faithtully, 
COURTENAY BARRY 


Ihe Old Manor. Salisbury 


Pre- and Post-War Excursion Fares 
ki 


January 2 

Sirk, —I should like to add to the remarks of your corre- 
spondents, J. N. Faulkner and L. Lawrence, in your 
December 22, 1950, issue, on the subject of excursion fares 

nd facilities. Here at Chelmsford, we are ten miles beyond 
the London Transport boundary. Since October, the fare 
charged for the occasional half-day excursions to and from 
London has been increased from 4s. to 4s. 6d., and the 
Saturday evening excursion fare of 3s. 3d. has been with- 
drawn, without benefit from any of the compensating 
advantages of the London Charges Scheme. 

No day return tickets are issued from here to any seaside 
resort, and to take my family to Clacton for the day, 
mid-week, last summer, | had to pay monthly return fares. 
For this, we all stood, both ways, in the corridors of trains 
of only six coaches, including buffet car. Later, I found 
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that passengers from London had paid less in fares than I 
had, for nearly double the mileage. Coastal excursions 
from Chelmsford last summer were virtually confined to 
Clacton, Frinton, Walton and Dovercourt, with no facilities 
for visiting any other East Anglian resort. Norwich has 
been served about once a month throughout the year, but 
the fare, 10s. 6d., is exactly double pre-war. 

Late one evening last year in the South London suburbs 
| paid 2s. 7d. for a return journey totalling 144 miles. 
When I asked the ticket collector at my destination whether 
there might not have been a cheaper fare, he answered: 
“No day return or other cheap ticket of any description 
is available to or from any Southern Region station in 
the London area.” When I suggested that I had seen such 
facilities advertised in the press, I was told that I shouldn't 
believe anything that I read in the papers. A little later, I 
wanted to visit a Kent Coast resort for a day, and wrote 
to the nearest Southern Region station for particulars of 
facilities on Saturdays or Sundays. The reply was that 
there was nothing cheaper than the monthly return. I 
made the whole journey by bus. On arrival, I discovered ° 
that actually “ Springtime” day returns were being issued, 
which would have enabled me to have done the whole 
journey at less cost than by bus and in much less time. 

\ feature of the London Charges Scheme is the lack of 
information on new fares. Apart from a _ hand-written 
poster quoting half-a-dozen specimen day return fares, 
exnibited at a few Southern Region stations, no informa- 
tion on day return or early-journey fares is displayed at 
any London station of the Railway Executive which | 
have used in the last three months. As the new fares are 
supposed to be standard, they should be included in the 
fares lists exhibited at all stations. Alternatively, the infor- 
mation should be available in posters, leaflets, and booklets 
as it used to be, for all cheap ticket facilities. The present 
lack of information and the new London Transport prac- 
tice of omitting all station names from rail tickets imply a 
policy of keeping passengers in ignorance of what the 
correct fares should be 

Yours faithfully, 
I. S. FORBES 


7, Oakley Avenue. Chelmsford 


U.S. Diesel Locomotive Performance 


January 25 

1950, issue, Mr. Irving 
relers to data indicating very low diesel 
locomotive mileage per engine failure for U.S. railroads 
and remarks that no U.S. railway publication has so far 
presented such all-important diesel performance data. 

Many data covering all phases of diesel locomotive per 
formance (as well as steam and electric) are contained in a 
U.S. Government publication, “* Study of Railroad Motive 
Power,” issued by the Interstate Commerce Commission, 
Washington, D.C., in May, 1950. The study is identified 
as File No. 66-A-I1, Statement No. 5025, and consists of 
298 pages of analysis of cost and other data based on field 
study and collection of detailed records of steam and diesel 
locomotives on more than 50 railways in the U.S.A. 

The following figures are extracted from the report and 
give diesel locomotive-miles per locomotive failure for the 
different railroads for which data were available: 


Sik,—In your 


December 29, 
Shelton’s letter 


Railway Passenger Freight All types 
I 153,616 
2 59,870 102,753 
3 652,208 
4 755,982 824,422 
5 23,056 
6 60,212 
7 73,708 48,610 
8 34,720 
9 123,046 
10 232,558 32,680 
It 

12 


(Yard) 45,568 
3,7 


The report remarks that the records are not on a uniform 
basis and indicates reasons for some of the low figures. 
Yours faithfully, 
B. S. CAIN, 
Assistant Engineer, 


Locomotive Division 


General Electric Company, Erie 2, Pa., U.S.A. 
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The Last Straw 

A railway employee was gaoled fo: 
two months with £10 costs recently for 
stealing five tea towels worth 25s. at 
Kings Cross goods depot. The accused 
was stopped while leaving the goods 
depot because he had a lump in the 
middle of his back. The towels were 
found tied round his waist with a piece 
of string.—From “ The Star.” 


Festival Water Transport 

More than 10.000 people may be 
water-borne on the Thames at peak 
hours during the Festival of Britain 
Sir Henry Digby-Beste, Executive 
Officer of the Thames Passenger Trans- 
port Committee, has stated that it is 
planned to divide the water services 
into four main groups. These will take 
the form, first, of an augmented water- 


bus service covering every pier from 
Putney to Greenwich: second, a twin 
service between Hammersmith and 


Battersea Park, and from Greenwich 
to the South Bank site: third, a shuttle 
service from South Bank to the Festi- 
val Gardens: and fourth, an extension 
of the pleasure boat services. 

Galley Queues 

The latest thing to beguile the trip 
from the Continent to meat-hungry 
Britain is the mid-Channel cookery ser- 
vice. Its organisers are the chefs of 
British Railways steamers. 

Before embarking, travellers buy 
large joints of meat, usually loins of 
pork, legs of lamb, or sirloins of beef. 
This raw meat cannot be landed un- 
cooked because our Government think 
various diseases might be imported with 
it. So the chefs come to the rescue. 

The heavily-laden travellers queue up 
outside the galley and get their joints 
roasted or part-cooked in the ship's 
ovens. It is all done free of charge. 

A British Railways spokesmen said: 
“This service started on its own. Pas- 
sengers arriving on board with raw meat 
without knowing the restrictions looked 
so harassed that the chefs took pity on 
them.”—“ Touchstone” in the “ Daily 
Mail.” 

Vindicated 

Mr. S. W. Jesper, Public Relations & 
Publicity Officer, North Eastern Region, 
British Railways, has been investigating 
a complaint by a doctor that he had 
been waiting four weeks for British 
Railways to deliver a new car chassis 
from Coventry to his home near York. 

Actually, the chassis took nine days 
(not 21 as the doctor said) to travel from 
Coventry to York and was delivered to 
a York garage firm on December 15. 
Mr. Jesper adds that the railways are 
not proud of this performance, but that 
heavy snow and bad weather a few days 
earlier had caused considerable con- 
gestion. 

On January 3, as a result of an 
inquiry from the doctor, the railways 
staff found that the chassis was still at 
the York garage. “ The garage people 
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it should have been for- 
warded, but they had forgotten about 
it,’ says Mr. Jesper. “As a result of 
our intervention the garage handed it 
to us on the afternoon of January 3 and 
it was delivered on January 5.” 

These facts, as the doctor agrees, give 
the affair quite a different complexion. 
British Railways come in for a good 
deal of criticism, but we must not be 
unfair to them. I am glad to know 
that in this case a public service set a 
private firm a good example.—‘‘North- 
erner IT” in “ The Yorkshire Post.” 


admitted that 


Camping Holiday Bookings 

The six camping holiday flats of the 
North Eastern Region of British Rail- 
ways at Clifton Moor, Akeld, Kirk- 
newton, Castle Howard, Middleton-in- 
Teesdale, and Hampsthwaite have 
already produced 208 enquiries and 70 
bookings. 

There are 96 camping holiday weeks 
available during the season May 26 to 
September 15, and the heaviest book- 
ings are during July and August. 
although six bookings have also been 
made outside the normal season. 

The flat at Hampsthwaite is being 
newly opened this year and the open- 
ing of others at recently closed stations 
is being considered. 


Road-Rail Haulage in 1912 


The haulage of railway locomotives 
by road to the South Bank Exhibition 
site reminds a correspondent of the 
delivery of two four-wheel standard- 
gauge carriages to the Eastern 
Railway in 1912. 

Supplied by the Glasgow Rolling 
Stock Company the vehicles, each about 
30 ft. long, arrived complete, and were 
craned off a steamer at the Albert Pier. 
They were then hauled, one at a time. 
on their own wheels by a steam roller 
for the distance of about half a mile to 
the then existing J.E.R. terminus at 
Snow Hill. 

These were the days of soft-surface 
roads and the railway flanged wheels 
appeared to do no damage. A gang of 
men helped the rigid wheelbase coaches 
around awkward corners. 


Jersey 


Farewell London 


“It looks as though it’s going to be 
rather difficult to get to London,” re- 
marked Alice. 

“A very good thing, too,” said the 
Red Queen promptly. “ There’s far 
too much gadding about to Euston and 
St. Pancras; all these cuts in train ser- 
vices will encourage people to stay at 
home and mind their own business.” 

“ They certainly will,” agreed Alice, 
‘if they can’t get into the remaining 
trains.” 

“ They might go by bus,” 
Alice. 

“ Then I hope they'll be even more 
uncomfortable,” said the Red Queen 
grimly, “If I'd my way I wouldn't let 
anybody into London without a pass- 
port, visa, and travel permit.” 


suggested 
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“Would that be a good thing 
inquired Alice, 
“Of course it would, chi!d! For 


years people have been talking about th 
dominating influence of London on 
national life and demanding devolut.on 
and all that. Well, now they're going 
to get it % 

*“ Dear me,” said Alice. “And | 
thought it was only coal that was con- 
cerned.” 

“ Think again,” said the Red Queen 
sternly.—From the “Miscellany” coluinn 
in “ The Manchester Guardian.” 


oO 


Railways Take Dutchmen to Olympia 

British Railways, Eastern Region. 
working in conjunction with the Zce- 
land Steamship Company, brought 1,000 
members of the Van Leer factory, 
Holland, to the National Packaging 
Exhibition at Olympia. On Februsry 
2, nearly 250 passengers left by the 
Zeeland Steamship day boat, spending 
the night at Parkeston Quay, and 250 
crossed from the Hook of Holland on 
the Amsterdam. A further 260 trav- 
elled to Harwich on the Oranje Nassau 
On February 3 two special trains con- 
veyed these visitors from Harwict 
Parkeston Quay direct to Kensington 
Olympia. On February 4, yet another 
party, also from the Van Leer factory. 
left the Hook of Holland for Olympia 


Rule “ Britannia ” 


(No. 70000 British Railways’ first 
standard locomotive) 
Hail, thou latest Railway Queen, 
In thy sleek, enamel'ed sheen! 
“ Castle,” “ Kings,” “ Princesses "—a 
At long last before thee fall, 
Yet, permit an old man’s fear 
For thy forebears, loved and dear 
He will cherish to the last 
All those darlings of the past. 


Shades of bygone C.M.E.s, 
Watching o’er the mysteries 

Of thine agonised creation, 

Must have felt much perturbation, 
As ideas for which they fought, 
Now accounted things of naught, 
Join their superannuation, 

Victims of elimination 


Wilt thou take the strain and stress 
Of the “ Capitals Express,” 

Or, maybe, cast in thy lot 

With the rival “ Royal Scot ”? 
Which way wilt thou favour most 
To the far Atlantic Coast. 

And which boat-train will prevail— 
Dover? Harwich? “ Trish Mail ”? 


Blow the bugles! Beat the drums! 

Standardised perfection comes 

And I glory in thy name, 

For t'would be a “ crowning 

To condemn thy royalty 

To the dark obscurity 

Of numerical extinction, 

Yet the mark of true distinction 

For an era just begun 

Surely should be ‘“ Number One” ! 
A. B. 


” 


shame 








KUM 





February 9, 1951 


OVERSEAS 


INDIA 


B.N.R. Earnings 

he annual report for the year ended 
March 31, 1950, recentiy published by 
the Bengal-Nagpur Railway administra- 
shows a record figure for gross 
earnings, namely Rs 27:56 crores 
{20,670,000). Net earnings amounted 

Rs 3-92 crores (£2,940,000). 


B.N.R. Coalfields Branch 

\ final location survey for a new 
22?-mile branch line from Champa to 
Korba in the coalfields area has been 
sanctioned by the Ministry of Railways. 
The survey is being carried out by the 
B.N.R. and it is expected that con- 
struction will follow. 


Suggestions from Staff and Public 

(fo ensure prompt and expert scru- 
tiny of numerous inventions and sug- 
gestions put forward by the public and 
by railway empioyees for the improve- 
nent of railway operation, a Standing 
Screening Committee (Inventions & 
Suggestions) is being set up at the head- 
quarters of each Indian railway. These 
committees will consist of experienced 
technical officers and will meet once a 
month. If considered reasonable, in- 
ventions and suggestions will be per- 
mitted to be demonstrated or explained 
personally by the inventor, or proposer. 
Members of the public wishing to put 
forward suggestions are asked to get in 
touch with the General Manager of the 


railway serving the region in which 
they live. 
T 
BURMA 
Pegu-Moulmein Branch 

With the liberation of the areas 
between Waw and Theinzeik on the 
Pegu-Moulmein branch, arrangements 


were put in hand to re-open the section. 
lrack has been restored to Waw on one 
side of Sittang, and to Mokpalin on the 
other side, with the exception of 
Hninpale Bridge which requires major 
epairs. 


Gokteik Viaduct 

Delivery of the required steel at 
Gokteik Viaduct has been made 
possible by shipping it up from Rangoon 
to Mandalay by the Inland Water 
[ransport Board. The work of recon- 
structing the last remaining trestle is 
now progressing well, and it is hoped 
that the repair of the bridge will be 
completed by July, 1951. 


Freight Traffic 

During December 32,742 tons of ex- 
port rice were despatched by rail from 
stations on the Prome and Toungoo 
sections to Rangoon. The State Timber 
Extraction Board and the State Mineral 
Marketing Board sent by rail 1,543 tons 
of logs from Toungoo to Rangoon and 
69 tons of lead ore from Heho to 
latkon respectively. 
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Aithough the demand for wagons has 
increased, all requirements were met by 
careful and economical distribution. 
In South Burma the trend of traflic is 
southwards, and empties have to be sent 
north to clear southward _ traffic. 
Rice, paddy, sugar cane, timber, bricks. 
and stone are the principal commodities 
moving southwards. In North Burma 
area, however, the traffic 1s almost 
balanced, except on the Mu Valley 


section 


UNITED STATES 

Platform Lift-bridges at Goods Station 

At Atlanta, on the Southern Railway 
system, the large goods station has three 
island platforms, served by groups of 
three, two and three tracks. To facilitate 
the circulation of less-than-car-load 
goods, these platforms are connected by 
three steel lift bridges near their centres, 
and a fourth connects the goods shed 
with the nearest platform. These bridges 
are raised at night to allow shunting of 
wagons out and in, about 100 having to 
be placed for loading next day. The 
bridges spanning three tracks are 35 ft. 
long and those over two roads are 23 ft., 
and in daytime they are flush with the 
platforms and goods shed floor. When 
raised they are 18 ft. clear above rail 
level. 

Each bridge is raised and lowered by 
cables and a 7}-h.p. electric motor, con- 





Cinema coach on General Belgrano Railway, 
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trolled by push-button up and down 
switches and a limit switch prevents 
over-raising. Between tracks, metal 
pedestals on concrete foundations give 
support to the bridges which are fitted 
with non-slip floors. 


CANADA 


Ontario Northland Earnings 

The gross earnings of the Ontario 
Northland Railway in 1950 may set a 
record. The general manager has 
stated that he expects them to be about 
$12,000,000. The highest previous 
total was about $11,000,000, in both 
1948 and 1949. 

He also said that the dieselisation pro- 
gramme of the railway calling for com- 
plete conversion from steam to diesels 
by 1955 is expected to be half completed 
within a year. A new block signal 
system is to be put into operation almost 
immediately between Englehart and 
Swastika. 


ARGENTINA 


Cinema Coach 

For some time the General Belgrano 
Railway has been carrying out trials of 
different types of cinema projectors 
with a view to providing film shows on 
some of its principal trains. A cinema 
coach has been placed in regular service 
on the Buenos Aires-Cérdoba-Tucuman 
service of this line and is the first of 


Argentina 
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its kind in South America to figure 


permanenily in the timetables. 

Three shows are given on = each 
journey, consisting of newsreels, car- 
toons, documentary films, and a_ full- 


length feature chosen from the principal 
current Argentine productions. Lhe 
coach is of metallic construction and 
contains accommodation for 47 specta- 
tors in comfortable tip-up seats arranged 
to give an uninterrupted view of the 
screen. Ventilation and sound-proofing 
have been satisfactorily The 
projector is of the latest American type, 
using fireproof 16 mm. films 


solved. 


IRELAND 
Self-Weighing Tenders 

Self-weighing tenders are being intro- 
duced by Coras lompair Eireann. Coal 
from Britain is becoming scarcer and 
dearer, making the problem one of vital 
imporiance for the maintenance of Irish 
railways. 

One of the new tenders has been com- 
pleted at Inchicore works, another is 
almost ready, and a third has been 
begun. It is reckoned that six in all 
will suffice over a period to give C.L.1 
the data needed. First completed is a 
3.300 gal. tender for general use, the 


second is. for the Woolwich-type 
engines, and the third for the 623 ~ 
class. 

The C.I.E. self-weighing tenders are 


conversions from ordinary types, and 
follow conventional practice. Inside an 
ordinary tender is mounted a floating 
* box,” set on long arms, which act as 
weigh-beams. A device enables 
the engineman at any time to raise the 


screw 


Publications Received 


Railway Track Maintenance. An 
illustrated brochure describing the John 
Bull petrol-driven portable drill and its 
uses in railway track maintenance has 
been issued by the Howard Pneumatic 
Engineering Co. Ltd., Eastbourne, in- 
cluding descriptive matter relating to 
the uses of this type of drill as a prime 
mover for rail sawing, grinding, and 
drilling on site. ; 


The Formulation of 

Compositions for Ships’ 
Underwater Service on Steel: the first 
report of Joint Technical Panel N/P2. 
issued by the British Iron and Steel Re- 
search Association, 11, Park Lane, Lon- 
don, W.I. I! in. x 9} in. Paper cover 
26 pr. Illustrated. Free of charge. 
Chis report publishes the detailed results 
of tests made on 68 specially prepared 
anti-corrosive compositions, variations 
of mixtures of basic lead sulphate. 
white lead, aluminium powder, Burntis- 
land red and barytes, bound with 
various media. The most promising 
composition in performance and general 
applicability was found to be No. 655, 
consisting of 2 parts of basic lead sul- 
phate with | part of each of aluminium 
powder, barytes and Burntisland red 


Anti-cOrrosive 
Botioms and 


THE RAILWAY GAZETTE 


box and set it on the weigh beam arms, 

when a gauge indicates the weight of 

coal in the tender box at that moment. 
aa eae 
FRANCE 


Line Blocked by Avalanches 


The electric metre-gauge railway 
connecting Chamonix with Vallorcine 
on the Swiss frontier, was blocked 


at various points between Les Tines and 
Vallorcine, by the recent avalanches in 
the Alps. Les Tines is five miles east 
of Chamonix. 
Rail Deliveries to China Denied 

Protests by the United States against 
pending sales to China of 139,000 tons 
of steel rails by private French manu- 
facturers and that the French Govern- 
ment has refused to interfege were dis- 
cussed recently in the French press. It 
was stated on behalf of the steelworks 
concerned that no steel rails had been 
delivered to China in 1950. Since the 
original orders were placed, the French 
Government had taken strict measures 
to control all exports of steel 
of shortages and the 
the French rearmament plans 


AUSTRIA 

Serious Coal Shortage 
Passenger trains on the Federal 
Railways were cut by 30 per cent. on 
January 29, because of the cessation of 
imports trom Poland. The cuts 
ll Jast until February it the earliest 
Attempts are being made to use Austrian 
brown coal in lieu of Polish coal; the 
former, however, is not so efficient and 


s generally unsuitable for locomotives 


because 


need of steel for 


| 
COdl 


WI 12 


bound in a modified phenol-formalde- 
hyde/stand oil/tung oil medium, the 
ratios of the oils being 1: 1. This com- 
position is being compared with No, 185 
having the same pigmentation contents 
bound in a plain modified phenol- 
formaldehyde /stand oil medium in a 
new [The various previous 
service tests on bottom compositions 
are also summarised. Though primar- 
ily intended for the protection of ships’ 
bottoms, these compositions might also 
be used for underwater bridge, quay, 
pier and other underwater steelwork. 


service test. 


Industrial Heaters.—This book- 
let, No. 684, published by Tangyes 
Limited, Birmingham, and 
illustrates the various designs of indus- 
trial heaters made by this firm. Included 
methods of 


Taneve 


describes 


are particulars regarding 
installation and types of fuel recom- 
mended. Lists of users and spare parts 


ire also given. 


Standardised Switchgear.—Much useful 
information regarding the standarisation 
of basic switchgear units for heavy in- 
dustries is contained in booklet No. 
41010 issued by the Brush Electrical 
Engineering Co Ltd. This is an illus- 
strated publication, showing diagram- 
matically how basic designs can be em- 
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[The zones most affected are the Britis 
and Russian, in which are the smallest 
mileages of electrified line. 


Lines Blocked by Snow 


Tratlic in the west and south was 
dislocated during the weekend 
beginning January 20, because of hea 
falls of snow in some regions and 
avalanches in others A_ locomotiy 
was derailed by an avalanche on th 
Arlberg line between Langen, at th 
western end of the Arlberg Tunnel, an 


Kldsterle, about 14 mile turthe 
west, and all services on th 
line had to be suspended. Alsi 
various other lines in the Tiro 


had to be closed to traffic either becaus 
of being blocked by avalanches or as 

precautionary measure. The “ Arlber 
Express * is being diverted until th 
snow conditions improve; betwee 
Salzburg and Feldkirch, 114 miles frot 


the Swiss frontier, it now runs vw 
Munich. Lindau, and Bregenz The 
latter route is 262) miles long. 


against 257 miles via Innsbruck 


DENMARK 


Lines Doubled and Closed 


Iwo sections of the Randers-Aalbors 


line were doubled in 1950, and the 
doubling of the whole line is expected 
to be completed this” year 1 he 
Roskilde-Lejre line is also being 
doubled 

The Dalmose-Skelskor line has beet 
closed to passenger _ trattic Phat 
between Soro and Vedde, from whicl 
passenger services were withdrawn i 


1933, has now been closed to all trathc 


ployed. Switchboard ordering is simp 
fied by quoting unit: numbers 

Iso included are general specifications 
for metalclad switchgear and basic units 
and a standard ratings and dimensions 
table, 


basic 


Rapier Fork Lift) Trucks.—An_ illus 
trated leaflet has been published by 
Ransomes & Rapier Limited, Waterside 


Works, Ipswich. containing details o 
petrol or diesel engine propelled fork 
lift trucks manufactured by them 


Capacities and principal dimensions 
with shipping particulars of each type 
manufactured are also contained in the 


leaflet. 
Electric Tools and Production Equi 
ment.—A_ brochure relating to benet 


and flexibles shaft driven machines has 
been published by E. C. Hopkins 
Grosvenor Street West, Birmingham 16 
The publication, which is_ illustrated 
contains general design information and 
specifications of bench tool grinders. 
polishing machines and_ twist drill 
grinders, all of which can be fitted with 
pedestal bases if required. Also 
included are details of accessories fo! 
flexible shaft machines including rotary 
milling cutters, rasps, abrasive 
wire brushes and maps, all illustrated. 


) 


discs. 
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Electro-Mechanical Tamping 


A method of consolidating 
ballast having plain line or 


\ \RIOUS experiments have been 
undertaken, making use of 
mechanical methods, for consolidating 


permanent way ballast. In 1946, ex- 
periments were carried out, using a 
modified “D” type Kango electric 


hammer manufactured by Kango Elec- 
tric Hammers Limited, South Wimble- 


don. S.W.19. This design, while giving 
ny results on plain line work, was 
not powerful enough when employed on 
el Ings. : 

lhis firm therefore evolved a new 
hammer, the “E™ type, which in its 
prototype form was adapted tor 


mechanical tamping, and was used for 
further tests on the Western Region ot 
British Railways. Extensive tests were 
curried out, over a period of 12 months, 


during which minor problems were 
solved. The Western Region has now 
several batteries in use, operated in 


some cases from the mains supply, 200 
250 V. a.c.-d.c., and otherwise from a 
portable generator 110 V. acc. 
Application 


[he tamping tool has a wedge-shaped 


head, 3 in. 2 in. x | in., with a 30 
d taper down to the working face. 
yin. x 4 in: the working face is heat 
treated. The tool is inserted into the end 


of an alloy steel shaft, about 18 in. over- 
length, having a crank of 30 deg.. 
the end, into which the tamping 
tool is fitted. The amount of crank is 
so designed that the entire blow of the 
hammer is directed on the ballast, by 
which action the ballast below. the 
Sleeper is consolidated: it also facilitates 
he full blow being received in the 
esired area on crossing maintenance 
ight shanks are used where the work 
ends itself to a direct blow 
Care must be taken’ that too large a 
wedge is not used as this may decrease 
the efficiency of the electro-mechanical 
tamper. The track is first lifted by a 
Kenhi MKI hydraulic iack, the old bal- 


last being removed to a depth of be- 


{ 
G 


RITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR.—-First: consign 
nts of the B.I.F. advance catalogue have 
en flown overseas to assist foreign buyers 
planning their visits. Within the next 
weeks a further 15,000 copies of the 
alogue, each volume of which runs to 
re than 1,000 pages, will be dispatched 
United Kingdom offices in 63 countries 
distribution to prospective visitors. 
ere Will be a special distribution for the 
orth American markets as was the case 
st vear. A final edition of 50.000 copies 
Il be published on the opening day and 
very visiting buyer from will 
ceive a copy. This year, advance copies 
nd final editions will have an alphabetical 
dex of exhibits in French, Spanish, 
ltalian, Portuguese, German, Danish, 
Swedish, and Dutch. The B.I.F. will run 
Earls Court and Olympia and at Castle 
Bromwich from April 30 to May II. 
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Four electro-mechanical tampers in 


tween + in. to I} in.: in some instances 
the ballast is screened The bed of the 
track is then forked and levelled, after 





which the screened ballast is filled in 
under the sleepers and the track 
lowered. 

The electro-mechanical tampers are 


then put into operation, one on each 
side at the end of the sleeper near the 
chairs carrying the rails, and the ballast 
is consolidated. Obviously, the longet 
the tamper is used, the denser will the 


Drax & Dawson” LIMITED MippLes 
BROUGH OFFicr.-—-Dean & Dawson Limited 
has transferred its office in Middlesbrough 
to 49. Corporation Road. The telephone 
number remains at Middlesbrough 3430 


INTERNATIONAL Fairk.— Exhibits at 
the Lyons International Fair, to be held 
from March 31 to April 9, will comprise a 
wide variety of industrial products, includ 
ing. from Britain, road motor 
veliicles, agricultural machinery. 
domestic appliances and vitamin products. 
he British tourist industry will be repre- 
sented by a group exhibit. Travellers to 
the fair from the United Kingdom may 
obtain a 25 per cent. fare reduction over 
the French National Railways. The repre- 
sentatives in London are R. Brandon & 
Partners, Limited, 47. Albemarle Street. 
London, W.1 


LYONS 


wreal 


tractors, 


151 


on British Railways 


permanent-way 
crossing application 


use on a crossing simultaneoush 


consolidation become; since the head 
of the hydraulic jack is below rail level 
during lifting operations traffic is unin- 
terrupted. A similar method is carried 
out on crossing Maintenance. 

The “E” type tamper is sufficiently 
powerful to lift plain line or crossing 
from its in site position should this be 
necessary. If it is desired to lift a sec- 
tion of the track in its entirety a longer 
application of the tampers will achieve 
this aim 


BOILER) AND SUPERHEATER 
standard (B.S. 1678: 1950) 
a series of British Standards 
for boiler and superheater tubes and covers 
cold-drawn electrically welded mild-steel 
boiler and superheater tubes fot 
steam temperatures not exceeding 850° 

The standard provides for tubes manufac 

tured from  mild-steel strip resistance 
welded continuously by the passage of an 
electric current across the abutting edges. 
Tensile limits of 20 to 28 tons per sq. in 
are specified with elongations varying with 
thickness of tubes and form of test pieces. 
Flattening and expanding tests are also 
stipulated as well as permissible variations 
on thickness and diameter. Copies of the 
new publication may be obtained from the 
British Standards Institution, Sales Depart- 
ment, 24, Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. 


price 2s. 


Nii D-STEEL 
TUBES This 


forms one ol 


design 
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Recent Developments in Train Speed Recording 


Positive action and simplicity of design incorporated 
in an instrument with a range of 5 to 100 mp.h. 


HE importance of train speed 
recorders is emphasised by the fact 
that British Railways appointed a com- 
mittee, under the chairmanship of Mr. 
W. M. Bond of the London Midland 
Region, to consider the various instru- 
ments available and to enquire into the 
possibility of providing an improved 
design. Instruments for recording the 
speed of trains may be installed at the 
side of the track many miles from 
stations or other railway buildings. This 
factor imposes certain limitations in 
their design. They must be weather- 
proof, completely self-contained, port- 
able and robust. If they are electrically 
operated, as is usual, they must be 
capable of being operated by batteries 
and their power consumption should be 
low enough for these to last a reasonable 

time. 

Various Methods 


The usual method of obtaining the 
speed of a vehicle, by measuring the 
angular velocity of a wheel of known 
dia., is not applicable when recordings 
are to be made at a point remote from 
the vehicle. The average speed of a 
moving body, being equal to distance 
divided by time, can be obtained in any 
one of three ways: By (a) measurement 
of both distance and time; (b) by 
measurement of distance travelled during 
a fixed time; and by (c) measurement of 
time taken to travel a fixed distance. 

_ Of these, the first is the least attractive 
since it involves handling two variables. 
Of the two remaining methods, (b) has 
the advantage that the speed is directly 
proportional to the measured distance, 
whilst (c), in which the variable is the 
quantity most readily measured, the 
speed is inversely proportional to the 
time. 

_ It follows that an instrument operat- 
ing on the principle of (b) has a scale 
inherently evenly divided; whereas by 
use of (c), a scale shape of the form 
shown in Fig. la is produced. Furthe1 
consideration of (b), however, shows 
that a practical instrument would be 
somewhat costly to manufacture. It 
would almost certainly be electronic in 
principe and would require specialist 
operation and maintenance. Thus (c) is 
the method which has been most 
generally applied to the solution of the 
problem, and Fig. la is typical of the 
scale shapes of early train speed 
recorders. 

Recent developments in the design of 
instruments of type (c) have been mainly 
centred around methods of improving 
the scale shape. A recorder developed 
at the Building Research Station was 
described by R. S. Jerrett and F. G. 
Thomas in 1944.* This records the 
measured speed by drawing lines on a 


* Journal of Scientific 
Vol. XXI, p. 119 


Instruments. July, 1944. 


By F. R. Axworthy, A.M.LE.E. 
chart and compensates for the inverse 
law of the scale by using a cam to move 
the pen. The shape of the cam is calcu- 
lated to provide a scale that is evenly 
divided over a range of from 25 to 80 
m.p.h. The cam is driven by a syn- 
chronous motor, the a.c. supply being 
provided by a transformer and vibrator 
unit operated from a 12 V. battery. 

The Derby research laboratories of 


the London Midland Region of British 


Railways have applied the same principle 
to a speed recorder in which the pen 
is replaced by a mechanism which prints 
the speed of each train, together with 
the time of measurement, On a narrow 
paper tape. In this instrument, which 
has a range of from 5 to 100 m.p.h., the 
cam is driven by a governed d.c. motor. 

A somewhat different approach to the 
problem of producing a linear scale 
when measuring the time to travel a 
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Fig. | (a)—-Scale for operating on principle “c” 
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Fig. | (b) —Scale for operating on principle “ ¢ 
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Fig. 2 (e) 
Relationship between speed, time, and 
recorder current 


known distance, is made in a new 
recorder designed by Everett Edgcumbe 
& Co. Ltd.. of Hendon. This contains 
a simple analogue computer, the output 
of which is a current directly propor- 
tional to speed. If the symbols S, D and 
[ refer to speed, distance and time res- 


pectively, S » Which may be com- 


I 
1 


paired with the well known formula 


derived from Ohm’s law, | , where | 


I 
R 
s the electric current flowing in a circuit 
of resistance R when a voltage E is 
ipplied. 

If, therefore, the known distance D ts 
epresented by a fixed voltage E applied 
to a circuit whose resistance is made to 
ary directly as the time, the current 
vhich flows will be directly proportional 
to the speed. The theory of the instru- 
ment is illustrated in Fig. 2, where (a) 
shows the variation of speed with time 
ver a fixed distance and (b) shows the 
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variation of current with resistance 
when a fixed voltage is applied. With 
the choice of suitable voltage and resis- 
tance values and the latter arranged to 
vary directly with time, it is seen in (c) 
that the two curves, when drawn to a 
common scale of current and speed, are 
colicident 


Track 


Under such conditions, therefore, 
there will be equal increments of cur- 
rent for equal increments of speed. In 
the practical application of this prin- 
ciple, the resistance comprises a rotary 
potentiometer, the moving contact of 
which is driven by a synchronous motor 
energised from a vibrator. The current 
is Measured on a moving coil milliam- 
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meter calibrated in m.p.h., the result 
being an evenly divided scale of speed 
as shown in Fig. 1(b). The computer 
unit is illustrated on the next page. 

It will be realised that the accuracy 
of the instrument depends on how 
closely the fixed reference voltage is 
maintained at its nominal value. It is 


switch with cover removed 


also affected by the frequency stability 
of the vibrator, since a change in fre- 
quency results in a change in speed of 
the synchronous motor and hence in an 
incorrect value of resistance in the com- 
puter circuit. However, the interdepen- 
dence of the reference voltage and com- 
puter resistance is used to provide auto- 
matic compensation for variations both 





Track recorder and base length adjuster 
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Fig. 3 


vibrator fre- 
illustrated in 


and 
method is 


in battery voltage 
quency. The 
Fig. 3 above. 

The reference voltage, E, 
from a 


is derived 
transformer energised at the 
same frequency as the synchronous 
motor. This transformer is designed to 
be magnetically saturated throughout 
the normal range of battery voltage over 
which it is proposed to work. Being 
saturated, the average secondary voltage, 
E, is indepeadent of the value of primary 
voltage, but is directly proportional to 
the vibrator frequency. It follows, 
therefore, that the output current is not 
affected by changes in battery voltage, 
and that any change in vibrator fre- 
quency results in both the voltage and 
the resistance of the computer circuit 
changing in the same proportion § to 
maintain the output at its correct value. 

Having an electric current as the out- 
put of the computer introduces a high 





The computer unit of the recorder 
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Simplified wiring diagram of recorder 


degree of flexibility to the instrument. 
Speed indication at a point remote from 
the recorder is easily achieved, another 
s2ries milliammeter being the only 
requirement. If the remote indicator ts 
fitted with contacts, all trains exceeding 
a pre-set speed could be made to give a 
visual or audible warning. Again, the 
base length, or distance over which the 
time is measured, is easily made adjust- 
able with electrical measurement. 
Reducing the base length reduces the 
computer resistance at any given speed 
and consequently increases the current. 
This can be corrected by altering the 
sensitivity of the milliammeter. If the 
sensitivity is made adjustable by means 
of a continuously variable shunt, the 
shunt can be calibrated in terms of the 
base length. 

Alternatively, the voltage applied to 
the computer can be altered to allow for 
changes in base length. Although either 
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of these methods can be used, the latier 
has certain practical advantages. The 
present instrument operates on a timing 
distance which may be varied between 
100 and 200 yds. or between 75 and 
150 yds. However, the same computer 
system could be used for a_ speed 
recorder operating on a base length of 
from | to 3 ft., although this would ma <e 
the instrument somewhat more 
expensive, 
Train Operating Switches 

The base length is defined by train 
operated switches on the track. The time 
of operation of a switch being neccs- 
sarily short, self-holding high-speed 
relays are required in the control circuit. 
These operate further  multi-contact 
relays which perform the various contro! 
functions. The circuit is arranged 
measure the speed of trains travelling in 
both directions. It is self-resetting, but 


will not reset until there has been an 
interval of at least 30 seconds between 
impulses received trom the — track 
switches. This latter feature prevents 


an incorrect reading being made by a 
long slowly moving train straddling the 
switches. To ensure that the motor stops 
immediately, when the second switch is 
made, d.c. is substituted for the normal 
a.c. supply, thus locking the rotor. 

If only one switch is closed the 
recorder will automatically reset after a 
suitable interval. It will not record the 


speed of trains moving at less than 
5 m.p.h. The equipment operates from 


a 12 V. battery with a power consump- 
tion of I8 W. during measurement 
periods. There is no consumption while 
the instrument is quiescent. 
The recording milliammeter is of a 
(Continued on page 161) 





Everett Edgcumbe train speed recorder 
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Side Tank Locomotives for East Africa 


For operating on the Tanganyika section 
of the East African Railways & Harbours 


. WO 2-6-2 type side tank locomotives, 
required for the East African Rail- 
wors & Harbours, have recently been 
completed by W. G. Bagnall Limited at 
the Castle Engine Works, Stafford. The 
notives, which will operate on the 
laonganyika section, have been built to 
the requirements of the Chief Mechan- 
Engineer of the railways, and to the 
supervision and inspection of the Crown 
Avents for the Colonies. 


{hey are generally similar to the 
dard shunting engines previously 


supplied to Tanganyika, but a number 
of new features has been incorporated, 
1a degree of standardisation of parts 





Side tank locomotive for the Tanganyika section of East African Railways 








with other locomotives recently sup- 
plied has been carried out. 


Principal Design Features 
The boiler is fitted with a Belpaire 
firebox and has two barrel rings, the 
smaller being 4 ft. 34 in. inside dia. and 
the plates are } in. thick. The firebox 


is of the narrow type, fitted between 
the frames, and is 7 ft. long 
2 ft. 84 in. wide outside. The inside 


firebox is made of copper 4 in. thick, 
and the roof is stayed by steel direct 
stays with four rows of sling stays at 
the front to allow for expansion: the 
water space stays are of copper. 


There are 107 small flue tubes and 
18 superheater flue tubes. The small 
tubes are 1} in. outside dia. x 11 s.w.g. 
thick and the large tubes are 54 in. out- 
side dia. X 8 s.w.g. thick. A Melesco, 
18-element superheater is fitted, which 
incorporates the multi-valve regulator, 
the operating gear being arranged out- 
side the boiler. 

Two 16 in. bore < 22 in. stroke cylin- 
ders with 8 in. dia. piston valves are 
fitted, the valve gear is of the Wals- 
chaerts type and the reversing gear is 
lever operated. The Ajax system of 
lubrication is provided on the 


> 


grease 


(Continued on page 157) 
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Fluorescent Lighting on London Transport ‘“R” Stock 


Adaptation of Metrovick motor-generator to 
provide high-frequency a.c. supply for lamps 


AN interesting scheme for the power 

supply for fluorescent lighting has 
been developed by the Metropo.itan- 
Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd., in collabor- 
ation with the London Transport 
Executive. It is for the new “R” surface- 
line stock of London Transport, and is 
the first large-scale application of 


fluorescent lighting to railway transpori 
The company is supplying 


vehicle. 


the individual lamp circuit is confined 
to a series choke, a starting capacitor, 
and a starting resistance. These three 
components are attached to the back of 
the lamp fitting, designed by London 
Transport, and are therefore normally 
concealed between the ceiling and roof 
of the car, but the fitting can be rotated 
about the axis of the lamp when access 
to tne gear is required. 





Metrovick dual-purpose a.c.-d.c. motor generator set mounted on underframe 


London Transport with 179 generator 
and regulator equipments described 
below. A notable feature is the special 
dual-purpose motor-generator set with 
its associated voltage regulator equip- 
ment, which are carried on the car 
underframe. 

All the gear for the 24 2-ft. 20-W. 
lamp circuits in each of the cars 
involved. is being supplied by the 
General Electric Co., Ltd. The lamps 
are operated in parallel from a 110V.., 

R c 


4t-— a 


2ft 20 W LAMP 





| 
: | 

’ s 

| 

IOV 850 CYCLES | 
LIGHTING SUPPLY | 
l | 
! it 





Resonant start circuit for fluorescent 
lighting 


850-cycle supply of sufficient capacity 
to light the lamps in three car;, although 
the normal practice at first has been to 
supply two cars from each 110V. out- 
put. 

Power factor correction for the light- 
ing circuits serving two or three cars is 
provided centrally, so that the gear in 


In addition to avoiding risk of inter- 


action track circuits of the signal- 
ling system, the relatively high fre- 
quency of 850 cycles enables a reson- 


ant starting circuit to be used for the 
lamps, as shown in the diagram. The 
choke L and capacitor C together form 
a circuit with a resonant frequency 
sufficiently close to that of the supply 
to give a voltage across C under starting 
conditions higher than that of the input; 
and a value sufficient to start the dis- 


charge in the lamp is obtained. Resist- 
ance R limits the voltage developid 
across the lamp to prevent the discharge 
striking before the filaments are ad 
quately pre-heated. 

When the lamp strikes, the discharse 
virtually snort circuits C, so that the 
lamp receives the normal running vo 
age and the choke serves to limit the 
lamp current in the usual manner. 

The provision of this a.c. supply has 
been made an additional function of the 
inotor-generator set which was alrea ly 
essential to give a d.c. supp’y for conti 
circuits, door operation, battery-charg- 
ing, and so on. To provide the a 
supply, a winding has been incorporate, 
in slots in the pole faces of the gene 
ator; the slots are semi-clo ed and the 
a.c. Voltage is induced as in an induct 
type alternator. 


Dual-Purpose Machine 


The dual purpose machine consists « 
a 600-V. driving motor and combine 
d.c. and a.c. generators, all in one frame. 
Ihe motor and generator armatures are 
carried between two bearings in a com- 
mon yoke. By the use of this design 
has been possible to obtain a most cor 


pact set. 
The enclosure and ventilation of the 
combined machine is on the virtually 


totally-enclosed system now common 

used for traction motor-generator sets. 
Air is drawn through ducts in the arma- 
ture cores and commutators = and 
discharged over the outside of the yoke 
proper and the inside of the machine 
casing; in this arrangement the windings 
and commutator surfaces are not in the 
air current and are therefore not liable 
to the injurious effects of dust. The 
d.c. output, wnich serves various control 
circuits, is 80A. at 5O0V. The a.c. outpul 














Voltage regulator panel in equipment case, with covers removed, mounted 
on underframe 
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at 110-V. 850 c/s. and is sufficient to 
pply a total of seventy-two 20-W. 

orescent lamps. 

Regulation of Machine 

[he regulation of the machine pre- 
nted an extremely intricate problem. 
he following conditions have to be ful- 
led over a wide range of supply volt- 
e (450-750-V.) and load (d.c. and a.c. 
itput’ varying from 0 to 100° per 

it.): 

(a) The frequency (and therefore the 
veed) must be kept as constant as 
issible because of the resonance start- 
» of the lamps. 

(b) The regulation has to be such as 

keep starting and running currents 

thin close limits, ensuring that the 
unps start under all conditions, and has 

cope with service to alternatively 48 

72 lamps, according to whether the 
enerator is serving a two or three- 
coach train unit. 

(c) The d.c. voltage of the generator 
iust be kept within narrow limits. 

One voltage regulator, of the standard 
traction vibration type, used in a 
patented circuit, satisfies all these re- 
guirements. It operates on the motor 
field, which is separately excited from 
the d.c. generator, and so maintains the 
speed of the set at a sensibly constant 
value. The generator is a flat-com- 
pounded machine and therefore, pro- 
vided the speed is steady, the a.c. and 
d.c. voltages will not be = affected 
ippreciably by variations in load. The 
one voltage regulator thus fulfils three 
tasks; it keeps within close limits the 
speed (and therefore the frequency), the 
d.c. voltage, and the a.c. voltage. 


Side Tank Locomotives for East 
Africa 
(Concluded from page 155) 

motion, side rods, connecting rods, and 
eccentric rods. A No. 7 Wakefield 
mechanical lubricator is fitted, having 
ten feeds, six of these being arranged 
to the axleboxes, and the remainder to 
the slidebars. Also provided is a 
Detroit sight feed lubricator with feeds 
arranged to the cylinder barrel and 
steam pipe. 

The locomotive frames are of steel 
plates 1 in. thick with pressed steel 
stays. The axlebox guides are fitted 
with adjusting wedges and are of cast 
steel, the cast-steel axleboxes having 
gunmetal bushes, lined with white metal. 
The bearing springs are of the lamina- 
ted type, under slung and not com- 


pensated. 
The brake gear is fully compensated 
throughout and is vacuum opera- 


ted by two 21 in. “F” class cylinders 
arranged outside the frame behind the 
foot-step. A Gresham & Craven S.J. 
ejector, type G is fitted. 

The front truck, which is of the 
swing-link type, is fitted with Timken 
roller bearings, and the hind truck 
with a Timken cannon type axlebox. 
Boiler feed is by means of two No. 7 
Gresham & Craven injectors. In addi- 
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Interior of **R 


The substantially constant frequency 
has the further advantage that proper 
capacitor compensation in the a.c. cir- 
cuit can be used. A main series capaci- 
tor compensates the internal reactance 
of the a.c. winding and makes the out- 
put voltage to a great extent unaffected 
by variations in the a.c. load. A para'lel 


tion to the usual steam fittings a steam 
operated bell is provided. Gravity sand- 
ing has been arranged and the front 
sanding is from a sandbox arranged on 
top of the boiler. The front of the tank 
is sloped to give the driver increased 
vision, and the bunker is designed to be 
self-trimming. 

The electric lighting equipment is 
supplied by J. Stone & Co. Ltd. and 
embodies a turbo generator with an out- 
put of 500 watts at 24 V. Included in 
the fittings are two 14 in. dia. Tonum 
“E” head lights, cab lights, gauge lights, 
marker lights, and motion _ lights, 
arranged on the under side of the tank 
each side of the locomotive to facilitate 
inspection of the motion and front and 
hind trucks. 

The couplers are of the M.C.A. type, 
but arrangements have been made so 
that, when the conversion of this rail- 
way to 3 ft. 6 in. gauge is carried out, 
M.C.B. couplers can be fitted. With 
the possible future conversion in view, 
the wheel centres have been designed 
so that new tyres can be fixed in the 
3 ft. 6 in. gauge position by reducing 
the dia. of the wheel centres and in- 
creasing the tyre thickness } in. The 
brake gear is designed so that alteration 
to the gauge means only transposing the 
brake hangers: no new brake parts will 
be required. 





* stock coach fitted with Metrovick power supply equipment 
and G.E.C. lamp circuit components for fluorescent lighting 


capacitor provides the wattless current 
from the set. In addition to its separ- 
ately excited field, the motor has also 
a series winding for stability purposes 
and to assist starting. A permanent 
resistance is in the main motor circuit. 
The set is started up by direct switching 
on to the line. 


The principal dimensions of the loco- 
motives are as follow: 


Cylinders (2) 16 in. dia. 
22 in. stroke. 
Coupled wheels, dia ed . ~ 20 72 
Leading and trailing truck wheels, dia.... 2 ft. 44 in. 
Rigid wheel base : Il ft. 6 in. 
Total whee! base 26 ft. 6 in. 
Heating surface 
Boiler and flue tubes 706 sq. ft. 
Firebox ... pee 100 sq. fe. 
Total evaporative 806 sq. fr. 
Superheater 181 sq. fe. 
Total 987 sq. ft. 
Grate area 1,275 sq. fe. 
Boiler pressure 180 Ib. per 
5q. in. 
Tractive effort at 85 per cent. boiler 
pressure aon oe ; .. 20,040 Ib 
Water capacity of tanks 1,500 gal. 
Bunker capacity, coal 3 tons 
GUARDS FOR COUPLINGS AND ASSOCIATED 


SHAFTING.—A new British Standard (B.S. 
1649:1950) has been published which is 
of interest to all concerned with prevent- 
ing accidents due to rotating parts. In 
this new standard—which takes note of the 
Factories Act, 1937, and has been prepared 
with the co-operation of the engineering 
branch of the Factory Department of the 
Ministry of Labour & National Service— 
general requirements have been laid down 
for guards which should be applied to 
couplings between units such as a motor 
and a punyp and also guards required for 


a length of shafting and coupling. Copies 
may be obtained from the British 
Standards Institution, Sales Department, 


24, Victoria Street, London, $.W.1, price 2s. 
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British Railways Standard Locomotives 


(See our February 2 issue) 


4 6 2 mixed-traffic locomotive No. 70000, “ Britannia,” on test run with dynamometer car leaving Crewe 


Mr. Alfred Barnes, Minister of Transport, performing the naming ceremony at Marylebone on January 30 of British 

Railways standard locomotive No. 70000. With Mr. Barnes are (left to right) Sir Eustace Missenden, then 

Chairman of the Railway Executive; Lord Hurcomb, Chairman of the British Transport Commission ; and 
Mr. R. A. Riddles, Member of the Railway Executive for Mechanical & Electrical Engineering 
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RAILWAY NEWS SECTION 


PERSONAL 


ir. H. E. Stokke has been appointed 
 ector General of the Norwegian State 


R ilways. He is a former Under-Secretary 
ot State for Communications, and since 
10:8 has been Mayor of Oslo. 

he Railway Executive has announced 
{ Mr. E. D. Trask, Assistant Motive 
Power Superintendent, Scottish Region, 
h been appointed Motive 
Power Superintendent, Scottish 
Region. 


Mr. F. S. Veltom, Irish Traffic 
Manager, Western Region, 
British Railways, has retired, 
and Mr. A. J. Broughton, Irish 
lraffic Manager, London Mid- 
land Region, has been appointed 
lrish Traffic Manager, London 
Midland and Western Regions. 


The Rt. Hon. Lord Forres 
has been appointed a Director 
of the Taltal Railway Co. Ltd. 
in place of Mr. Walter Wood- 
bine Parish who retired on 
January 31. 


Mr. D. L. Pride, District 
Operating Superintendent, Bir- 
mingham (Western), London 
Midland Region, has _ been 
appointed District Operating 
Superintendent, Birmingham 
District, Western Region. 


Mr. F. A. Gaffney, formerly 
lransport Economist, Montreal, 


Canadian National Railways, 
has been appointed Chief of 
Transport Research, and has 
been succeeded by Mr. G. R. 


Johnston, Assistant 
Economist, Toronto. 


Transport 


The peerage conferred in the 
New Year Honours List on Mr. 
Thomas MacPherson, Member 
of Parliament for Romford, 
1945-50, and a Member of the 
Port of London Authority, has 
been gazetted by the name, 
style, and title of Baron Mac- 
Pherson of Drumochter, of 
Great Warley in the County of 


Essex. 
Mr. J. A. Kilby has been appointed 
Chief Mechanical Engineer of Colvilles 


Limited, in succession to Mr, T. W. Hand. 


DINNER TO MR. H. R. MCINTOSH 

Mr. H. R. McIntosh, who recently retired 
as Mechanical Engineer of the Great Nor- 
thern Railway (Ireland), was the guest of 
honour at a dinner given recently at the 
Gresham Hotel, Dublin. A presentation to 
Mr. McIntosh was made by Mr. C. H. 
Slater, Civil Engineer, and an illuminated 
address was presented by Mr. P. K. M. 
Carey, Solicitor, G.N.R.(1.). Those present 
included also the following officers of the 
G.N.R.A.): Messrs. R. W. Meredith, 
\cting Mechanical Engineer; P. H. Patter- 
son, Accountant; J. F. McCormick, Mana- 
rerial Executive Officer; H. E. Wilson, 
Works Manager & Acting Assistant Mech 
ical Engineer; C. Johnston, Hotels & 
Catering Manager; T. J. Carton, District 
Superintendent; J. S. McCormick, Stores 
Superintendent; and G. R. Henry, Loco- 
motive Running Superintendent. 


Mr. John Elliot, M.Inst.T., Chief 
Regional Officer. British Railways, London 
Midland Region, who, as recorded in our 
February 2 issue, has been appointed to the 
Chairmanship of the Railway Executive, 
was born in 1898, and was educated at 
Marlborough and the Royal Military Col- 
lege. Sandhurst. He served in the 3rd 
Hussars in the 1914-18 war, and resigned 
his commission in 1920 to take up journa 


lism. He joined the Southern Railway in 





Mr. John Elliot 


Appointed to the Cha rmanship of the 
Railway Executive 


1925. and became Development Officer in 
1930, Assistant Traffic Manager in 1933, 
Assistant General Manager in 1937, Deputy 
General Manager in 1939 and Acting 
General Manager in 1947. On the nationali- 
sation of the railways on January 1, 1948, 
Mr. Elliot became Chief Regional Officer 
of the Southern Region, and he was ap- 
pointed Chief Regional Officer, London 
Midland Region, as from January 1, 1950. 
He was closely associated with the organi- 
sation of the railway-operated air services, 
and is a Director of Thos. Cook & Son 
Ltd.. and of various railway-associated road 
transport companies. He has studied trans 
port in America and Canada. He is a 
Lt.-Colonel in the Engineer & Railway 
Staff Corps. Mr. Elliot holds the U.S.A. 
Medal of Freedom with bronze palm for 


special services to the Transportation 
Corps, U.S. Army. In March, 1949, he 
visited Australia at the invitation of the 


Victorian Government to report generally 
on the Victorian Government Railways 
and in 1950 gave evidence on behalf of the 


Ulster Transport Authority concerning the 
proposed closure of the Belfast & County 
Down Railway. 


Sir Joseph Nall has been elected a Direc- 
tor of the Manchester Ship Canal, in place 
of the late Mr. W. L. Jones. 


North Eastern Region has an- 
nounced that Mr. E. E. Cowell, Assistant 
District Operating Superintendent, York, 
has been appointed District 
Operating Superintendent, Sun- 
derland. 


The 


Mr. P. H. Hicks has been ap- 
pointed District Engineer, East 
African Railways & Harbours; 
he is at present’ Resident 
Engineer in charge of the West 
Uganda Extension survey. 


Mr. E. Tankard has been ap 
pointed Chief Accountant, and 
Mr. A. Cooper, Assistant 
Accountant, Metropolitan- 
Vickers Electrical Co. Ltd. 


The late Mr. Harry Tilling, 
who was sometime Managing 
Director of Thomas Tilling 
Limited, left £166,918. 


Sir Henry Wilson Smith, Mr. 
Alfred Read, Mr. M. B. Reid, 
and Mr. T. S. Overy have been 
appointed additional Directors 
of Powell Duffryn Limited. Mr. 


Alfred Read is retaining his 
office of Secretary to the com- 
pany. 

Mr. Harry J. Leddy has been 


elected Executive Vice-President 
of the Shippers’ Car Line Cor- 
poration, a subsidiary of the 
American Car & Foundry Com- 
pany, and Mr. John B. Daven- 
port has been appointed Vice- 
President in charge of sales. 


Mr. R. W. Birch has recently 
resigned the Chairmanship of 
the South Wales Transport Co. 
Ltd., and of its subsidiary, 
the Swansea Improvements & 
Tramways Company, and Mr. 
W. T. James has been appointed 


Chairman in his place. Mr. 
Birch retains his seat on the 

boards of the two companies. 
Mr. R. C. Johnston, Assistant Vice- 


President, Personnel. of the Canadian 
National Railways, has been elected Presi 
dent of the Canadian Railway Club of 
Montreal. 


Mr. E. D. E. Andrewes, Mr. T. J. Boul- 
stridge, and Mr. P. Grove have been elected 
to the Board of Tube Investments Limited. 
Mr. E. D. E. Andrewes is Managing 
Director of TI (Export) Limited; Mr. T. J. 
Boulstridge is Managing Director of J. A. 
Phillips & Co. Ltd.; and Mr. P. Grove is 
Director of Production, Steel Tubes Divi- 
sion, Tl (Group Services) Limited. 


Mr. P. J. Thorn, who, as recorded in our 
February 2 issue, has retired from the office 
of Solicitor, New South Wales Govern- 
ment Railways, was admitted as a solicitor 
of the Supreme Court of Queens'and in 
1907, and served in the first World war 
from 1914 to 1918. He began service in 
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Mr. S. C. J. Burke 


South 


Railways 


Appointed Solicitor, New 
Government 


Wales 


the New South Wales Department of Rail- 
ways in 1919, and was appointed Assistant 
Solicitor for Railways in 1930, and Solicito1 
for Railways tn January, 1948. 


Mr. S. C. J. Burke, Assistant Solicitor, 
New South Wales Government Railways. 
who, as recorded in our February 2 
has been appointed Solicitor was admitted 
as a solicitor of the Supreme Court of New 
South Wales in May. 1924, and in August 
of the same year he began service as a law 
clerk in the Department of Railways. In 
1937 he was appointed Senior Legal 
Officer, and in the following year he be- 
came Assistant Solicitor for Railways. Mr. 
Burke served with the Australian Infantry 
Forces from May, 1940, until he resumed 
duty with the Department in March, 1946. 


Issue, 


Mr. S. R. Nicholas. who, as recorded in 
cur February 2 issue, has retired as Secre- 


tary of the New South Wales Government 





Mr. C. N. Montague 


Accountant (Merchandise) 
Eastern Regions 


Appointed Revenue 
Eastern and North 


Mr. W. A. Anderson 


Appointed Secretary, New South Wales 
Government Railways 


Railways. began his railway career in 1900 
and was appointed Information Officer in 
1927. He became Assistant Secretary in 
1930 and Secretary in 1943. In 1927 he 
was also appointed Assistant Secretary of 
the Australian & New Zealand Railway 
Conferences, and he became Secretary in 
1930, from which post he retired early in 


1943. In 1935 Mr. Nicholas accompanied 
Mr. T. J. Hartigan, then Commissioner for 
Railways, on his overseas tour. 

Mr. W. A. Anderson, Assistant Secre- 
tary, New South Wales Government 


Railways, who, as recorded in our Febru- 
ary 2 issue, has been appointed Secretary, 
entered the New South Wales Department 
of Railways as a junior clerk in 1913. He 
saw war service from September, 1915, to 
June, 1919. He was appointed Information 
Officer for the department in 1936, and 


subsequent positions held by him include 
Information & 


Finance Officer, Public 


Mr. H. Eagers 


Appointed District 
North Eastern 


Engineer, Hull, 
Region 


J. McAndrew 


Assistant Secretary, New 


Mr. A. 


Appointed South 


Wales Government Railways 


Relations Officer, Administrative Assistar 
and Assistant Secretary. 


Mr. A. J. McAndrew, Public Relatio 
Officer, New South Wales Governme 
Railways, who, as recorded in our Feb 
ruary 2 issue, has been appointed Assista 
Secretary. began his career in the Ne 
South Wales Department of Railways 
1917. He was appointed Efficiency Offic 
in 1935, and Inspecting Officer in 1938. | 
1943 he became Inspecting & Tourist 
Officer, and he has been Public Relatio 
Officer since 1945. In 1935 Mr. McAndre 
was appointed Assistant Secretary of tl 
Australian & New Zealand Railway Con 
ferences, and he became Secretary of tl 


Conferences in 1943, 

Mr. C. N. Montague, Assistant 
Accountant (Revenue), Kings Cross, who. 
as recorded in our February 2 issue. has 


been appointed Revenue Accountant (Me 





Western Daily Press} {& Bristol Observer 


Mr. G. S. Rider 
District Commercial Superintendent, 
Western Region, who has 


Bristol 
retired 
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chundise), Eastern and North Eastern 
Rezions, Newcastle, joined the Accoun- 
i's Department of the Great Northern 


Railway at Kings Cross in 1914. He was 
transferred to the staff of the Divisional 
Accountant, Southern Area, L.N.E.R., in 


1926, and was appointed Assistant District 
Auditor in 1937, and served in the Nor- 
wich and Leeds Districts. He returned to 
Head Office at Marylebone in 1945, to take 
harge of the District Auditors Reports 
Section in the Revenue Accountant's Office 
in 1948 he was transferred to Kings 
Cross as Assistant to Accountant, Eastern 
nd North Eastern Regions, for Revenue 
& General matters. 
vir. H. Eagers, B.A.. A.M.LC.E., for- 
merly Assistant District Engineer, Darling- 
ti who has been appointed District 
Engineer, Hull, North Eastern Region, was 
sducated at King Edward VII School. 
Sheffield, and Jesus College, Oxford. He 
joined the L.N.E.R. as a pupil under Mr. 
john Miller, Engineer, North Eastern Area, 
York. in 1930, and after holding positions 
| sections of the Civil Engineer’s Office, 
York, and District offices, he was appointed 
Assistant District Engineer, Darlington, in 


January. 1948. During the recent war 
Mr. Eagers served with Royal Engineers 
Transportation Services and spent four 


ears in India, where he was latterly an 
\ssistant Director of Transportation at 
General Headquarters, India, with the rank 
of Lt.-Colonel. 


Mr. G. S. Rider, M.B.E., M.Inst.T., 
District Commercial Superintendent, 
Bristol, Western Region, who, as recorded 
in our January 5 issue, has retired, joined 
the L.N.W.R. in the Assistant Goods 
Manager’s office, Euston, in 1900. and 
after probationer training and service at 
Harrow and Northampton, he went to the 
Conciliation Department, Euston, in 1911. 
He was loaned to the Ministry of Muni- 
tions as personal assistant to Mr. Howard- 


Williams, Director of Munitions (Inland 
Transport), in 1915, and _ received the 
M.B.E. In May, 1918, he took up an 


appointment in the General Manager's 
Office, but was loaned to the Controller of 
Mines in November of that year for a 
special inquiry, After returning to the 
General Manager's Officer in 1919, he was 
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appointed Staff Assistant in that office in 
1920. In 1923, on the establishment 
of a General Welfare Department, which 
was entrusted with ail questions affecting 
personnel apart from such questions as 
hours and wages, he was appointed General 


Welfare Superintendent and amongst his 
other activities instituted the L.M.S. 
Magazine. In 1926 Mr. Rider became 


Assistant to the Stores Superintendent, and 
in April, 1931, he went to the Solicitor’s 
Department to assist in the administration 
of the Road Traffic Act. In October, 1931, 


he was appointed District Goods & 
Passenger Manager, Bristol, which post 
became District Commercial Superinten- 


dent, Bristol, Western Region, in 1950. Mr. 
Rider has been a Member ot the Institute 
of Transport since 1932. 


Mr. H. K. Stein; Secretary & Law Officer, 
Shell-Mex & B.P. Limited, has retired, 


DINNER TO MR. F. S. VELTOM 
A dinner was given recently at the Shel- 
bourne Hotel, Dublin, in honour of Mr. 
F. S. Veltom, who has retired from the 
position of Irish Traffic Manager, Western 


Region, British Railways. Mr. K. W. C. 
Grand, Chief Regional Officer, Western 


Region, British Railways, presided, and in 
proposing the toast to Mr. Veltom, referred 
to his 22 years’ service in Ireland. Mr. 
F. M. Summerfield, President of the Dublin 
Chamber of Commerce, who proposed the 
toast of British Railways, mentioned the 
vital part of that system in the country’s 
economy and also referred to the landing 
facilities at Dun Laoghaire. Mr. E. S. 
Hunt, Assistant Chief Regional Officer, 
London Midland Region, in response, said 
that there were ambitious schemes to 
improve landing facilities for passengers at 
Dun Laoghaire Pier, but that pending their 


completion, temporary plans to effect 
improvements there would be put into 
Operation this year. Mr. A. J. Broughton, 


Irish Traffic Manager, London Midland 
and Western Regions, British Railways, and 
Mr. F. H. O'Donnell, President, Federation 
of Irish Manufacturers, also spoke, and 
among others present were Mr. C. Furber, 
Commercial Superintendent, Western 
Region, and Mr. A. E. Hammett, Com- 
mercial Superintendent, London Midland 
Region. 


Dinner to Mr. F. S. Veltom 





Group at the dinner held recently in honour of Mr. F. S. Veltom on his retirement 
as Irish Traffic Manager, Western Region, British Railways (see paragraph above) 
Left to right: Messrs. F. H. O’Donnell, President, Federation of Irish Manufacturers; F. S. 


Veltom; K. W. C. Grand, Chief Regional Officer, Western Region, British Railways; F. M. 
Summerfield, President, Dublin Chamber of Commerce 
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Sir Alfred H. Read, Chairman, and Mr. 
A. A. Lough have retired from the board 
of the British & Irish Steam Packet Co. 
Ltd. Captain A. R. S. Nutting has been 
appointed Chairman and Sir James Milne 
has joined the board. 


The late Mr. F. M. Osborn, who was 
Chairman of Samuel Osborn & Co. Ltd. 
and of George Turton, Platts & Co. Ltd., 
left (duty paid £67,857) £114,416. 


Mr. W. C. F. Hessenberg, has been 
appointed Deputy Director of the British 
Iron & Steel Research Association, of 
which Sir Charles Goodeve is Director. 
Mr. Hessenberg has been head of the 
Association s Mechanical Working Division 
since March, 1947, and retains this position. 


Mr. L. H. Cooper has been appointed 
Chairman, and Mr. L. K._ Brindley, 
Managing Director, of the Mond Nickel 
Co. Ltd. Mr. G. Archer and Mr, A. 
Parker Hague continue as Directors of the 
company, and Mr. I. A. Bailey, Dr. L. B. 
Pfeil and Dr. A. G. Ramsay have also been 
appointed Directors. 


The following notifications appeared 
recently in The London Gazette under the 


heading of Supplementary Reserve of 
Ojlficers, Royal Engineers, Transportation 
Section :— 


Captain P. R. Dashwood, B.Sc., is 
granted the acting rank of Major, October 
1, 1950. 

Second Lieutenant G. L. Nicholson to be 
Captain, November 22, 1950. 


Mr. W. E. A. Redfearn, a Special Direc- 
tor of English Steel Corporation Limited, 
has been elected Chairman of the Alloy 
Steels Association, in succession to the late 
Major Guy S. Newton. Mr, Redfearn is 
also President of the National Association 
of Drop Forgers & Stampers 


Recent Developments in Train Speed 
Recording 
(Concluded from page 154) 

standard design of which many 
thousands have been made for various 
purposes. It has a permanent magnet 
moving coil movement developing a very 
high torque. The pen is of the syphon 
type fed from a fixed reservoir. The roll 
chart, 65 ft. in length, is driven by a 
clockwork motor which includes a lever 
escapement for accurate time-keeping. 
Various chart speeds are provided and 
these are readily changed. With the 
chart operating at 1 in. per hr. it is pos- 
sible to differentiate between trains at 
three minute intervals, but a chart speed 
of 3 in. per hour may be preferred where 
the train frequency is high. 

Apart from the recorders, the track 
switches have also presented a problem 
in design. The British Railways com- 
mittee on speed recorders put forward 
several tentative switch designs, and 
after field trials of the various types, a 
development of a lever operated switch, 
originally due to Scottish Region engin- 
eers of British Railways, has been pro- 
duced by Everett Edgcumbe & Co. Ltd. 
The switch is of light weight, positive in 
action, and may be adjusted for height 
after clamping to the rail. The duration 
of contact closure is amply sufficient for 
the operation of the recorder. 
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Commons Debate on Coal 


February 9, 1951 


Defeat of Opposition motion on coal shortage 


A Conservative motion deploring the 
contrast between Minisierial promises ol 
adequate coal and the present 
which have caused hardship in the home 


and threaten widespread inaustrial produc 


shortages, 


tion was deteated in the House of 
Commons on February | by 300 votes to 
289. 

Mr. Brendan Bracken (Bournemouth 


East & Christchurch—C.) moving the reso 


lution, said that the Chairman of the 
National Coal Board. last April declared 
‘Either we get more coal or the whole 
basis of British liie may be threatened. | 


doubt if the country realises the gravity of 
the position.” Disregarding that warning 
said Mr. Bracken, the Minister of Fuel and 
Power had mace a speech in the House of 
July 12 which abounded in optimism, He 
had been reckless in the press interview on 
September 25, the risk of anothe 





when 


coal crisis Was apparent, saying there was 
no reason to fear another fuel crisis On 
November 20 the Minister announced that 
it had become necessary to buy American 
coal. 


The consequences of coal nationalisation 
so far were that ma 
and many railway 
drastically cut. If there were any truth in 
newspaper Statements, the cut in the rail 
way services might result in great hardship 


ny homes were 


Were DdeiIng 


cold 


services 


The Minister had suggested that an erro 
of only one-half per cent. was made in 
calculating; the truth was that he had 


gambled against the weather 

Unless there was devolution of responsi 
bility trom London and the Regional 
boards, there could be no real improvement 
in production, 

Mr. Philip Noel-Baker (Minister of Fuel 
& Power) said he was quite us anxious 
about the next two years as about the next 
two months. The result of the campaign 
to get more miners was so far very encou!l 


aging. Manpower at the face was now 
going up again, and output per manshift 
was 4 per cent. above last year. The 


Government proposed to 
cast production. 

The greatest immediate anxiety was 
stocks for power stations. The heaviest 
single blow which could be struck at indus 
try and the housewife wouid be the shutting 
down of power stations. During the last 
eight weeks the power had used 
enormous quantities of coal. Over-riding 
priority for coal was given to the power 
stations, which used the same coal as in 
dustry, and the only way they could get 
more coal was by delivering less to industry 
than was planned. 


All-Round Cut in 
Unless they had prolonged 
weather, continued Mr. Noel-Baker. 
hoped that under-delivery to industry 
would be roughly 15 per cent. They had 
agreed with the suggestion made by the 
Federation of British Industries that while 
the cut remained at I5 per cent. it should 
be applied equally, There were arrange- 
ments for “rescue ~ operations for firms 
whose stocks were less than one week's 
consumption, and coal would be held back 
from firms who had stocks for six weeks 
or more. The Government agreed with 
the F.B.I. that it was better to avoid 

priorities unless things became worse. 
After outlining Government plans for 


accelerate open 


Stations 


Allocations 
harsh 


they 


acting on the F.B.L. suggestion to make use 
ot unused oil-driven generating plants, M1 
Noel-Baker said regarding 


agomestic Neat- 





ing ihat they Were getting coal trom the 
gus works programme, and that” the 
Minister of Transport had asked the rati 
Ways to cul passenger services so that the 
housewife might get the cou Istead 

Urgent measures had been taken to save 
coal in’ Government departments, the 
Forees, Ordnance factories and elsewhere, 
and they had stopped shop lighting and 
advertisements. With feasonadie care. 
particularly by the general public, one 
million tons could be saved in the next 
hree months, in shops. otlices and homes. 
which might easily avert the difficulties they 
ice ed 

Phe danger was not for this winter only 
Yul for next winter and later years. In 
ew of increasing coal requirements both 
at home and tor export. the Government 
ad decided that during the next five years 
at least, the aim must de ugh rate of 
pencast proauction 

he second way in which more coal 
could be got quickly Was more power 
loaders at the face. whe conditions 
allowed. The third was manpower in the 
pits, and to this end the C Board had 
igreed a wage increase f lower-paid 
workers and was ready t negotlate a 
pensions scheme 

Rise in Cost of Coal 

Those measures added to working costs 
In addition, thei Naterials would cost 
them more this year Ihe Board would 
have to carry some loss on t imported 
coal, and less coal would be exported this 
year than last. It was certain that the 
Board’s earnings would be reduced. Fot 
these reasons, the Government had 
ipproved an increase in the pithead price 
of coal of 4s, 2d. a ton, which meant a 
ise of 5 per cent. in the retail price, and 
nm increase in the /arerim Index of Retail 
Prices of one-fitth of one point. In the 
last two years. the Board ot Trade whole- 
sale price index for coal had risen by less 
than 3 per cent., and, with that price in- 
crease, would still be under 10 per cent., 
which compared well with other commodi 
ties. Phere would be an increase of 


6s. 3d. a ton in the price of coke 
Housing for miners and their exemption 
from various obligations of military service 


were then mentioned by e Minister. 


Mr. W. G. Bennett (Woodside, Glasgow 
C.) said that the coal that could be 
produced in Lanarkshire would keep the 
railways running full time. Coal supplies 


te the railways had been cut by 3,500 tons 
week, and they were to be cut by 6,500 
tons. Yet the miners who were unemployed 


in Lanarkshire could produce more than 
that quantity of coal week by week. The 
Government should face the fact that it 


was costing More to produce one unit of 
electricity and one therm of gas and cost- 
ing more to run trains from London to 
Glasgow simply because suitable coal was 
not available. 

Mr. J. A. Boyd-Carpenter (Kingston- 
upon-Thames—C.) said that the House was 
entitled to demand a statement of the price 
paid for American coal and the amount 
of dollars that had been expended; nor 
had they been told what the freight charges 
were. 


Miss Irene Ward (Tynemouth—C.) 
ferred to tne bad quality of coal and it 
high cost, and said that the railways we! 
certainly affected by it, and the railway 
men telt that their wage claims we 
impeded because of the high cost of coa 


Passenger Train Cancellations 
Referring to cuts In passenger train se 
Mr. R. S. Hudson (Southport 
suid that to save a derisory 10,000 tons « 
week, they would disorganise tl 
habits of, and cause hardship to thousanc 
of passengers, ‘Lhe rise in the price « 
meant un increase in the cost of co 
to the railways, and to industry. To tak 
in eXamp.e, It Meant an increase of 10s 
in the cost of The housewite wou 


Vices, 


coal a 


coal 


steel 


be hit twice, not only by the increase 

the cost of domestic coal. but by t 

increased cost of gas and electricity. 
Mr. Altred Robens  (Parliamenta 


Secretary to the Ministry of Fuel & Powe 
said that 10.000 tons a week of railwa 
coal, which was suitable for the domest 
market. was equal to one cwt. of coal 
week for 200.000 domestic consume! 


Since nationalisation, the N.C.B. had sper 
£100 million on better wages and cond 
tions for miners. If money had not beet 


spent in that direction the manpowe 
position in the industry today would hay 
been completely hopeless. The only wi 
stocks could be built up in the summe 
was by taking coal from the export market 
which had been done from time to time 
Mechanisation had made great’ progres 
since nationalisation of the coal industry 
More coal, said Mr. Robens, was bein 
used internally in this country than eve 
before. It would be several years before 
the country, with full employment, coul 
produce in the mines enough coal for 


its needs. The task of reconstructing th 
British mining industry would take yea 

to near achievement The industry could 
not quicken the pace of reconstructiot 


and rationalisation to reach a_ figure 
higher productivity at an earlier date 
although output) per manshift had i 


creased. Increased mechanisation anc 
rapidly improving relations in the indust1 
should speed up progress: and he hoped 
that industrialists generally would take up 
the campaign for fuel efficiency. 

The House then divided, and the motior 


was defeated by 300 votes to 289 


Transport (Amendment) Bill 
The Transport (Amendment) Bill. as 
amended in committee, passed the report 
stage without further amendment in th 
House of Lords on January 30. 


Questions in Parliament 
Festival Train Services 

Lt.-Commander Gerald Williams (Ton 
bridge—C.) on February | asked the Lord 
President of the Council when he expected 
to announce the result of the consultations 
between the Festival of Britain Office and 
the Railway Executive regarding trair 
services. 

The Home Secretary. Mr. Chuter Ede 
who had been asked to reply, said: Britis! 
Railways are themselves announcing fron 
time to time details of all arrangements. 
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Commander Williams: Could the 
Minister do anything to hurry a decision 
up. because many towns will try to act 
as dormitories, but do not yet know what 
extra late trains will be run? 

Mir. Ede: | will draw the attention of 
the railway authorities to the question. 


\ Bernard Braine (Billericay—C.): 
Wil! the Minister inquire whether the 
ecent cuts in services will be restored ? 

Mr. Ede did not reply. 

Festival Maps 
Nigel Fisher (Hitchin—C.) on 


January 30 asked the Lord President of the 

Council if he would consider displaying 

maps of London in prominent places 

for the guidance of visitors during the 
Festival of Britain. 

Herbert Morrison: | do not conside: 

iction by the Festival of Britain Office 

is needed, as London Transport is to dis- 


p two large maps at all stations and in 
bus shelters during the Festival. One. 
entitled “ Visitors’ London.” will show 
places of interest, including Festival 
ictivities: the second will show transport 


se ces in the Central London area 


Effect of Train Cuts on Output 


Major Niall Macpherson (Dumfries 
Nat. Lib.-Con.) on January 30 asked the 
President of the Board of Trade, whethe 


he was aware that output of export indus- 
tries at  Langholm, Dumfriesshire. was 
being adversely affected by cancellation of 


trains. 

Mr. Hervey Rhodes (Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Board of Trade) in a 
written answer stated: I understand that 
only one mill at Langholm ts at present 
working overtime, and ten workers nor 


mally travel by the train cancelled 


Staff & Labour Matters 
Railway Wage Claims 

[he findings of the court of inquiry set 

by the Minister of Labour have not yet 
yeen promulgated; but delegates represent- 
ing some 25,000 footplate workers in 
Birmingham decided last weekend to put 
strike machinery into operation if the 
court were to make recommendations 
idverse to their interests. 


Marine Workshop Staff 

Because of non-setthkement of their claim 
for increased pay, British Railways marine 
workshop staff at Parkeston Quay ceased 
work on February 2. Their claim is unde 
consideration in conjunction with the 
general claim for a pay increase for rail- 
way workshops staff, which was the subject 
of discussion at a recent meeting of the 


RSNAC, 





Drivers’ Strike 

The long-distance lorry crews who 
struck at Stratford Road Haulage Execu 
tive on January 29 returned to work earliet 
this week, 

The whole question of integrated road- 
und-rail long-distance freight services and 
their possible effect on employment was 
further discussed at a meeting between the 
1.G.W.U. and the Railway and Road 


Haulage Executives on February 5. 


Road Haulage 


Shipbuilding and Engineering Wages 

Representatives of the Engineering & 
Allied Employers’ National Federation and 
of the C.S.E.U. agreed at a meeting on 
February 5 that workers who have discon- 
tinued piece work or overtime should 
resume normal working so that any ques- 
tion of low piece rates can be reviewed. 
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New Booking Hall at Victoria, Southern 


Including 


modernised ticket 
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Region 
office 


and cold cathode fluorescent lighting 


A new booking hall and ticket office was 


opened on February 5 at Victoria, Southern 


Region, for the Eastern Section. It forms 
part of the reconstruction scheme of the 
buildings adjoining platform 1, and occu 


pies the same position as the old hall, which 
was badly damaged in the war, but is 
narrower by some 12 ft. on each side to 
provide a new ticket office and to extend 
the adjoining Continental baggage hall. 

The ticket office is entered through a 
lobby and extends the full width of the 
booking hall. It accommodates six clerks, 
each with a desk unit and four Bellmatic 
ticket-issuing machines. The glazed front 
to the ticket office is constructed of bronze 
frame window units; over each ticket win- 
dow is a box with stencilled panels which 
may be illuminated to indicate the type of 
ticket The ticket racks are of a 
new type, arranged in three tiers behind the 
windows, for quick service. 

The new bookstall of W. H. Smith & 
Son Ltd. is designed to form part of the 
main scheme. In the centre of the hall is 
a timetable stand, with a Terrazzo-lined 
concrete base; the upper part is framed and 
panelled and supports two timetable units 
Space heating ts effected by cast-iron radi 
ators concealed in recesses by flush-fitting 
plastic panels fitted with metal louvre 
yrilles 


issued 


Lighting Schemes 
Lighting is by means of cold cathode 
fluorescent tubing at ceiling level. The 
equipment has been supplied by the 
General Electric Co. Ltd.. which has col- 
laborated with the Chief Civil Engineer's 


The new Eastern Section booking hall at 
looking towards the ticket office 





Department, Southern Region, in planning 
the lighting schemes. 

Over the centre of the hall a rectangular 
lighting feature, 30 ft. 10 in. long by I1 ft. 
10 in. wide, has been built up with standard 
G.E.C. three-tube units placed end to end. 
This is supplemented by six 5-ft. dia. 
double circles of tubing at each side of the 
hall. This combination has made it unneces 
sary to provide local illumination for time 
tables and notices. 

A single line of intermediate White 
tubing, 47 ft. long, is recessed behind glass 
panels over the booking office to give addi- 
tional local lighting at the ticket windows 
The transformers for operating this tubing 
and for the six circles are grouped behind 
the walls at each side of the hall. Those 
for the tubes in the central rectangula: 
feature are housed in boxes which form an 
integral part of the design of the fittings 
themselves. 

Principal Contractors 

The general contractor was F. G. Minte: 
Limited, and the sub-contractors included 
the following: 
Electric light fittings 
Travertine wall linings 
azzo floors 


General Electric Co. Ltd 

H. Whitehead & Sons Ltd 

Art Pavements & Decora 
tions Limited 

Fibrous plaster ceilings G. J. Green & Sons 

Bronze work J. R. Pearsons (Birming- 
ham) Limited 

Partington Advertising Co 
Ltd. 

Warerite Limited 

Saro Laminated Wood Pro- 
ducts Limited 

Thomas De la Rue & Co 
Ltd 

Bell Punch Co. Ltd 

Gent & Co. Ltd. 

Best & Lloyd Limited 


Terr 


station name panels 


Plastic radiator panels 

Saroblock cupboard doors 
and poster panels 

Formica plastic panels 


Belimatic ticket machines 
Clock mechanism 
Laylight fitting 





Victoria Station, Southern Region, 
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Lord Hurcomb on Transport in Scotland 


Progress of rail and road integration and 
plans for improved Clyde steamer services 


Lord Hurcomb. Chairman of the British 
[Transport Commission, has been inspecting 
railway. road haulage. and road passenge! 
installations in Scotland during the past 
week, and on Wednesday last, speaking in 
Glasgow, made a statement on the general 
position of transport in Scotland and paid 
a tribute to the officers and their staffs on 


the improvements they had been able to 
show during three difhicuit years. 

Lord Hurcomb said that British Road 
Services had now well consolidated their 
27 operating groups in Scotland which 
comprised 184 depots and nearly 4,000 
vehicles. Their first consideration in the 


matter of original permits, was to ensure 
the provision of the road haulage services 
which traders were entitled to expect, 
having regard to alternative facilities; they 
were not trying to put their competitors 
out of business. All things considered 
there had been few complaints of the ser- 
vice given. Occasional delays had been 
largely due to congestion at depots which 
had been in some cases asked to handle 
record tonnages and to unfamiliarity on 
the part of the staff with the new methods 
of handling. 

The integration of road and rail services 
was now taking practical shape. They had 
just started an important new parcels se! 


vice between London and Glasgow that 
should greatly benefit traders and the 
public. Cases and packages which would 


normally have been trunked by road from 
depots in London to depots in Glasgow 
would now be handled by rail in demount- 
able containers. Whereas the average time 
taken for the journey by road was 36 
hours, the time for the trunk haul by rail 
would average to begin with approximately 
234 hours, a saving of one-third or one day 
in effect. A similar combined road-rail 
trunk service by containers had been run 
ning experimentally for some time between 
London and Manchester and the traffic now 
carried in this way amounted to the equiva- 
lent of one train-load in each direction 
every day. This service also had resulted 
in a considerable speeding-up of deliveries. 
Likewise they were extending the zonal 
cartage schemes. 


Economies Effected 

Turning next to the development of the 
Scottish railway system Lord Hurcomb said 
that the creation of a unified system had 
yielded considerable economies. Through 
freight services were now being run cover- 
ing longer distances with heavier loads at 
higher average speeds. The number of 
express freight trains had been continually 
increased, and in Scotland was now double 
the number run at the end of 1938. Run 
ning of 135 freight trains had _ been 
accelerated and punctuality had _ consis- 
tently improved. There had also been a 
considerable saving in transit time as the 
result of cutting out certain freight mar- 
shalling yards. Altogether the rearrange- 
ment of freight train working in Scotland 
had produced an annual saving of nearly 
£100,000. The complete unification of the 
railway system in Scotland since the British 
Transport Commission took over had 
resulted in economies amounting to over 
£2 million. 

The B.T.C. and Railway Executive had 
had under review the Clyde steamer ser- 
vices, Which had continued to operate at 
a considerable loss. They were anxious 
to improve these facilities and the Railway 


Executive had been authorised to place 
tenders for four new passenger ferry boats, 
with accommodation tor 500 passengers 
each, and for three general-purpose ships 
carrying 500 passengers each, together with 
cargo and = motorcars. These general- 
purpose ships would operate between 
Wemyss Bay and Rothesay, Gourock and 


Dunoon, Ardrossan and Arran. They 
would provide a fast service irrespective 
of the state of the tides, and improved 


equipment for the unloading of motorcars, 
containers and miscellaneous cargo would 
be provided. The new ferry boats would 


give a shuttle service between the main- 
land. the Cowal Coast, Bute and the 
Cumbraes Altogether they would be 


spending roughiy £1 million on improving 
steamer services on the Clyde 

The patronage of certain branch-line ser- 
vices continued to give anxiety. The point 


had now. been reached where certain 


Statement to G.N. 


Criticism of basis 


Committee of the 
Association of the 
Company (Ire- 
stockholders on 


A statement by the 
Stockholders’ Protection 
Great Northern Railway 
land) was sent out to all 


February 2, with a voting form asking if 
they agreed to accept the offer of the 


Governments of the Republic and Northern 
Ireland to acquire the undertaking “as a 
going from January 1, 1951, 
tor the firm figure of £3,900,000 payable in 
cash. The figure offered represents the 
average Stock Exchange valuation of the 
various stocks of the company over the 
three years 1948, 1949, and 1950.” The 
prices taken for each £100 of stock by the 
Governments in their offer are estimated to 
be debenture 814 per cent.; guaranteed 61 
per cent.; preference 314 per cent.; ordinary 
20} per cent. 

It is astonishing, says the statement, that 
after the above public exposure of the in- 
justice that would be done in valuing the 
company by Stock Exchange quotations the 
Governments should propose it and assume 
that public opinion would approve it. From 
December 31. 1947, the illegitimate com- 
petition in the North against the company 
was intensified by the incorporation ot the 
other railway companies into the Ulster 
Transport Authority; in both North and 
South the other major transport under- 
takings had the backing of public funds in 
a policy of rising costs, regardless of losses, 
which the company given no such backing 
had to follow. 

Under the Northern Government White 
Paper the G.N.R.(1.) was also to be incor- 
porated with the other railway companies 
into the Ulster Transport Authority. The 
company’s standards of expenditure were 
regulated by the belief that if faith had not 
been kept under the Act of 1935 it was to 
be kept under the White Paper of 1946. On 
October 3, 1950, this belief was shown to 
be too innocent; the Government re- 
nounced its own White Paper. The Govern- 
ments proposed on January 9, 1951, that 
the company be acquired at the lowest 
valuation for which any pretext could be 
found—one which leaves blameless stock- 
holders to bear the brunt of successive 
failures to keep faith. 


concern as 
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trains could no longer be subsidised by the 
rest of the system. Before recommending 
any withdrawals of service, however, the 
Scottish Region would require to know 
what alternative transport facilities were 
available, and the local authorities con 
cerned would be kept informed. ll 
reasonable regard would be paid to local 
circumstances in every case. Some 36 
branch lines had been provision 
selected for examination in addition to the 
28 branches on which some withdrawal 
modification to services was authorised 
the end of 1950. 

With the merging into the Scottish Mo 
Traction bus group of various undertok 
ings the whole organisation had been cx 
solidated and strengthened in the past ye 
[he total number of passengers carried 
1950 increased by 16 million over 1949 anc 
the miles operated by 750,000. The pass 
ger increase Was largely in respect of sh 
journeys. 


- 


The S.M.T. group) had £1,400,000 
worth of new coaches on order for deli 
very to the end of 1952 and had taken 


delivery of 20 new A.E.C. chassis for 
Edinburgh-London service. 


R.(I.) Stockholders 
of stock valuation 


The Governments’ offer, continues the 
statement, does them no credit in the light 
of the break-up valuation which they the 
selves are responsible tor having obtained 
The Chairmen of C.1.E. and U.T.A. were 
appointed by them to report on the future 


ot the G.N.R. 

One of the first steps taken was 
ascertain its break-up value. This report 
has not been produced. The break-up 


value is known, because the company was 
required to tabulate particulars on which 
the assessment was based. In the case of 
lands and buildings the valuation was made 
by an independent surveyor. The total 
amounted to £5,009,990. The other pro 
perty was reported to the Governments to 
be worth £5,866,508. The total break-up 
value is £10,876,498. The Governments’ 
offer is less by £7.667,664 than the capital 
actually at work, and represented by assets 
to its full value, in the undertaking on 
December 31, 1950. 

High expectations have been placed by 
the Northern Government in Parliament on 
the economies to be obtained if it now 
secures such co-ordination as it prescribed 
15 years ago in a law of which it never con 
cerned itself to enforce the principles. 
Whatever were the considerations which led 
the Governments to agree to joint action on 
January 9, 1951, they can have included no 
reference to the company’s experience since 
1935, to its outstanding achievement and 
financial soundness in spite of that experi- 
ence and other exceptional handicaps, or to 
such expert inquiries into the system, its 
condition and its value, as are contained in 
the Milne Report or the report of the 
Chairmen of C.I.E. and the Ulster Trans- 
port Authority. 

The statement concludes by questioning 
the morality in depreciating the company 
as a burden when it is, not a burden, but a 
source of profit except where crippled ille- 
gitimately; when its financial position is 
absolutely solvent; when it is the owner of 
lands and buildings which will obviously be 
made the national centres of transport; and 
when it has been the admitted leader in 
developing whatever modern railway ser- 
vices there are. 
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Further Passenger Train Cancellations 


compliance with the Government 
ctive to reduce coal consumption, fur- 


cuts in British Railways passenget 
ces were made with effect from 
ruary $, with more withdrawals on 


uary 12. It is expected that yet more 
will be withdrawn later on. 

e cuts on February 5 and 12 result 
saving of some 6,500 tons a week 


bring the total weekly reduction in 
enger train coal consumption — to 
() tons. In announcing this the Rail 
Executive that the 
iilment required is bound seriously to 
services Though the in- 
venience caused to the travelling public 
juch regretted the stage has already 
) passed at which worth-while econo- 
,s could be obtained by pruning lightly 
led services. Previous curtailments 
s the Executive, reduced weekly con- 
ption by 3,500 tons; those on February 


states scale of 


passenge 


ive a further 2.250 tons, and the third 
se, effective from February 12, and 

essarily the most drastic of all, will 
4.250 tons a week more. 


sy February 12 the railways will have 
le the required contribution of 10,000 
s of coal a week to the national coal 
nomy effort—necessarily at the expense 
passenger trains other than peak-hour 
urban services and workmen’s trains, 
ere can be no curtailment of essential 
ht services, To provide additional 
ng accommodation it is 

| 
i 


n necessary to 
raw restaurant car facilities from 
n trains. As much detailed informa- 
n as possible is being given to the public 
posters and at inquiry offices. 


t 

al 

Ine 
la 


Principal Services Withdrawn 
Principal services cancelled include: 


Eastern Region: 12.00 noon Kings Cross- 


asgow and 10.50 a.m. Glasgow-Kings 
oss (“Queen of Scots Pullman”); the 
Harrogate Sunday Pullman” in either 
rection: 8.20 a.m. Swansea to York and 


12.20 p.m. York to Swansea; 11.55 a.m. 
Yarmouth to Liverpoo] Street and 3.20 p.m 
Liverpool Street to Yarmouth; also secon- 
dary main-line, and branch weekday and 
Sunday services (the latter largely in East 
Anglia). 

London Midland Re gion 10.50 a.m 
Euston to Blackpool and 10.0 a.m, Black- 
pool to Euston: 2.15 p.m. Euston to 
Wolverhampton and 12.5 p.m. Wolver- 
hampton to Euston: 9.45 a.m. Bournemouth 
to Manchester and 10.20 a.m. Manchester 
to Bournemouth (the latter to terminate at 


Birmingham); 7.20 p.m. (not Saturdays) 
Euston to Inverness; 7.30 p.m. (not Satur 
days) Euston to Forfar to run to Inver- 


ness and convey through vehicles for In 
verness, with withdrawal of Euston-Oban 
through portion: 2.0 p.m. St. Pancras to 
Bradford and 10.15 a.m. Bradford to St 
Pancras: 10.15 a.m. and 4.15 p.m. St, Pan- 
cras to Manchester and 8.55 a.m. and 1.45 









Manchester to St. Pancras (certain 
8.50 a.m, St. Pancras to Edin- 


p.m 
davs only): 


burgh and 


10.10 a.m. Edinburgh to St 
Pancras (South of Carlisle): 9.12 a.m. and 
1.0 p.m. York to Sheffield; also certain 
services between Lancashire and Yorkshire 
and the North East. Restaurant cars will 
be withdrawn from certain trains The 
Heysham-Belfast steamer service is being 


curta led. 
North Eastern Region: In addition to 
East Coast and L.M.R. (Midland Division) 


and cross-country expresses mentioned 
above, cancellations are mainly of. inter- 
urban services within the Region. and of 
services to and from Lancashire 

Scottish Region: In addition to Anglo- 
Scottish services mentioned above, certain 


expresses between Glasgow and Birming- 
ham, Liverpool, and Manchester will be 
withdrawn or combined in some instances 
with other trains. Interurban services also 
will be withdrawn 


Southern Region: Certain 


Victoria-Kent 
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Coast and Charing Cross-Hastings, also 
cross-country trains mentioned under othe 
Regions. Many London suburban electric 
trains are being withdrawn after 7 p.m. 
Mondays-Fridays and 3 p.m. Saturdays. 

9.0 a.m. Paddington to 


and 4.25 p.m. Wolver- 


FURTHER REDUCTION 
PASSENGER SERVICES 


The Coal Shortage requires 
British Railways to withdraw 
further Steam and _ Electric 
Trains including certain 
Restaurant and Sleeping Cars 


Western Region 
Wolverhampton 





Some will cease to run on Monday, 
5th February, and others’ on 
Monday, 12th February 


YOUR LOCAL STATION WILL 
CIVE YOU FULL INFORMATION 


Any inconvenience to Passengers 


is greatly regretted 


——- 
Poster issued bv 
announcing 


the Railway Executive 
passenger train withdrawals 


hampton (to run on Mondays only), with 
withdrawal of buffet cars from these ser- 
vices. Restaurant cars will be withdrawn 
from 9.10 a.m. Paddington to Birkenhead 
and 2.40 p.m. Birkenhead to Paddington. 
The 10.25 a.m. York to Bournemouth and 
11.16 a.m. Bournemouth to York (via 
Banbury) will not run South of Leicester 


Speakers at the Permanent Way Dinner 





Lt.-Colonel H. B. Everard 


Mr. J. C. Peace 


Mr. J.C. L. Train 


Lt.-Colone!l H. B. Everard, President, responding to the toast of the Permanent Way Institution at the annual dinner on 
January 27. In the centre, Mr. J. C. Peace is seen proposing the toast of the Past-President, to which Mr. J. C. L. Train 


replied (see our February 2 issue) 
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Contracts & Tenders 


An order has recently been placed with 
the Eastern Car Company, Trenton, N.S.. 
by the Canadian National Railways, for 40 
steel-framed box cars. The cars, which are 
for use on the Newfoundland lines of the 
system, will have a capacity of 30 tons, and 
a feature of the design will be the especially 
wide side-doors to facilitate loading. 


The Railway Executive has recently 
placed the following orders with the 


General Electric Co. Ltd. for lighting fit- 
tings in Eastern and North Eastern Region 
roliing stock: 270 large ceiling fittings for 
Festival of Britain coaches: 1.330 compart 
ment ceiling fittings: and 170 corridor ceil 
ing fittings. 


The following contracts. which will be 





under the inspection of the consulting 
engineers. Messrs. Ranald J Harvey 
have recently been placed by the New 
Zealand Government Railways: 

Birmingham Railway Carriage & Wagor 
Co. iia 800 “Jc type four-wheel sheep 
vagons 25 “IB type bogie platform 
Wagons 

Charles Roberts & Co. Lid 200 “QO 
type four-wheel hopper wagons: 300 x 
ype four-wheel wered goods wagons o 
OuvVre design 

Cravens Railway Carriage & Wagon (¢ 
Lid oo Zz. ype bogie covered wagons o 

( 

Metropoli:an-Cammell Carri & W ) 
Co. Lid Pr Te vpe four-wh op 
wagons 

The orde! fol 2.000 Le? ly pe 
wagons placed with Metropolitan-Cammell 
Carriage & Wagon Co. Ltd. is valued 
just over £1.000.000 Since the war this 
company has already supplied = 2.500 
similar wagons to New Zealand 

Notes and News 

Watford Train in Collision —A motorman 


and a passenge! 
bound and a 
engine came into collision outside 

Station on February 5 The light engine 
was pushed over on to its side 
dent the 
pulling Gut of the station 


Were injured when a Wa 
light 


us.von 


sf ccatians . 
ford electric train 


T he acc 


occurred as electric train was 


London-Scotland Overnight Coach Service 
Sanctioned.—Northern Roadways Limited. 
of Glasgow, has been authorised by the 
Scottish Traffic Commissioner to operate 
overnight motorcoach beginning 
in May, between London and Glasgow and 
London and Edinburgh. A fleet of 60 
vehicles is being built at a cost of £300,000 
and will be equipped with airliner seats. 
kitchens for providing hot meals. and 
toilets. The coaches will carry hostesses 


services, 


Plant for the Manufacture of Railway 
Wheels.—At the Trafford Park works ot 
Taylor Bros & Co. Ltd. the manufacture 
of railway wheels is being transferred to 
a new plant constructed as part of the steel 
industry development plan at a cost in 
excess of £750,000. The plant. which is 
claimed to be the most modern of its kind, 
has been designed to manufacture forged- 
steel and rolled-steel solid wheels and disc 
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centres at a continuous rate of 60 an hour, 
and will be in production within the next 
few weeks. With the new equipment it 
will be possible to produce a wheel within 
close tolerances so that subsequent 
machining may be reduced to a minimum 
Special attention has been paid to im- 
proved methods of handling, automatic or 
semi-automatic, to ensure rapid transfer 
of material beiween the various items of 
plant. All tiems are operated from two 
control rooms, which supplied with 
filtered air, and the temperature of these 
rooms Is regulated to give the operators 
and healthy conditions protected 
from heat and steam 


are 


clean 


Smith Holdings Limited.—The 
Dorman Smith Holdings 
Limited announce that they have acquired 

modern iron foundry, wnich will be 
ceperated by their wholly-owned subsidiary 
John Booth Foundries Limited, Preston 
Ihe operating companies of the group are 


Dorman 


directors of 


now Dorman & Smith Limited, DS Plugs 
Limited British Klockner Switchgear 
Limited Alorite Limited John Booth 
Foundries Limited, and Dorman & Smith 


Pty.) Limited. South Afric 


Derailment on Pennsylvania Railroad.— A 


Pennsvivania Railroad t n trom New 
York to Bayhead Junctio 1 February 6, 
vas derailed at Woodbridge, New Jersey 
1d e electric loc c ind five 
coaches fell 20 ft. into the roadway below 
Phe iaiest reports state th 61 persons 
ere killed and 380 in 1. The accident 
yecurred as the t mwwded with bus 

ess peopie eturning fre New York. was 
ossing at high speed temp ry. bridg¢ 
ove new highway 


Transfer. A 
Holy read Is 


Holyhead Ship-to- Train 


disembarkation 


Speedie 


plan ed by the London Midland Region of 
British Railways for this summer by means 

elee.rically Operated steel platforms and 
staircases which can be adjusted to tide 
evel before the arrival f ships trom 


lreland. Passengers wil hus disembark 
by straight instead of sloping 


Meantime 


Customs 


gangways 
nodation fol 


provided to 


large iccom 


purposes has been 


meet the increased traflic from the Cambria 
ind Hibernia ind it is estimated that 
1.000 persons an hour ean be dealt with 


New Credit for Egyptian State Railways. 


4n agency message states that the 
Director-General of the Egy plian State 
Railways has isked me Ministry ol 


Finance to open credits 


tE12.000.000 


amcunting to 
The administration is plan- 


ung to purchase 120 locomotives, 300 
coaches ind = 2,600 wagons with the 
amount. It ts understood that the Ministry 


of Finance has approved in principle the 
opening of the requested credits, and nego 


liations — with prospective supplying 
countries, such as Britain and France. are 
likely to take place soon 


Steel Company of Wales.—-The trading 
profit of the Steel Company of Wales for 
the year ended September 30, 1950, is 
shown in the statement of the Chairman. 
Mr. E. H. Lever, circulated with the report 
and accounts, to be £2,412,323, or £298,458 
higher than for the previous year. It is 
thpught advisable to carry forward the 
balance of profit available after paying 
the restricted dividend of 4 per cent. for 
the year; this balance now amounts to 
£1,451,512, an increase of £457,457. Ex- 
penditure sanctioned by the board on the 
development scheme at September 30. 
1950, amounted to some £63 million, of 
which two-thirds had been incurred to date. 
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On nationalisation, the 3 per cent. st 
mortgage debenture stock 1952-57 will not 
rest in the new corporation, as it is sot 
included in securities to be transferred 
under the act. 


West German Transport Exhibition, 

transpori exhibition is to be organised 
Essen in August and September this you 
It will cover all aspects of passenger trans 
port, including development possibilities 


= - 


Restoration of Greek-Jugoslav Rail Link. 

An Agency message from Belgrade states 
that the railway connection between Juyo- 
slavia and Greece, suspended in February 
1948, because of gueriila activities. will be 
restored by February 23. The “~ Simplon 
Orient * express is also expected to restore 
its Belgrade-Athens section shortly. 


Institution of Locomotive Engineers 
Annual Luncheon,—tThe annual luncheon 
of the Institution of Locomotive | 
neers will be held at the Dorchesier 
Hotel, Park Lane. London, W.1, on | 

day, March 9. The reception will c¢ 

menee at 12 noon and Mr. R. A. Riddles 
President of the Institution, and Mem 

Railway Executive. wil! preside at 
luncheon, which will follow at 1 p.m 





Butler Machine Tool Company.—In iis 
Statement circulated With whe report 
accounts of the Butler Machine fool 
Lid.. the Chairman, Mr. James W. Bu 
has said that orders for home and ex 
markets are being received at a rate gre 
than current production; output is limited 
by shortage of skilled labour, and taxa 
much reduces the profit which can 
p.oughed back to finance new ¢ iSSeTS 
Current assets exceed liabilities as at S 
tember 30 1950, by £235,957 (ag 


£196,118 for the ous year). 


prey 
Transfer of De La Rue Extrusions Limited 
te Parent Company.—The directors 
Fhomas De La Rue & Co. Ltd. annou 
that to facilitate { 


the Operation of the 


industrial group, their wholly-owned sub 
sidiary company, De La Rue Extrusions 
Limited has been placed in volunt 

iquidation and its assets and liabilits 
taken over by the parent company [he 
business will in future operate under the 


Thomas De La Rue & 
Co. Ltd This change will in no w 

iffect the continuity of the business anc 
no change in personnel will be involved 


plastics division of 


United Railways of Havana.—The Chai 
man of the United Ratiways of the 
Havana & Regla Warehouses Limited, M1 
R. G. Mills, recently went to the U.S.A 
to see what preliminaries may be neces 
sary for action as recommended by the 
recent mission to Cuba. The mission sug 
gested the merging of the Consolidated 
Railroads of Cuba and the United Rail 
ways Of Havana and the acquisition by 
sugar COmpanies of a substantial minority 
interest. The new scheme of arrangement 
was approved at shareholders’ meetings on 
January 30. 


Fhe Engineers’ Guild.—Most chartered 
engineers have at times felt the need for 
an Organisation properly equipped and 
powerful enough to protect their profes- 
sional interests, and for this reason the 
Engineers’ Guild was founded in 1938. 
The Guild, which has its head office at 
28, Victoria Street, London, S.W.1, is not 
a trade union. and is now seeking registra- 
tion under the Companies Acts. Many 
leaders of the engineering professions, in- 
cluding members of the councils of the 
senior Institutions, actively support the 
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4 \ INSURANCE ORGANISATION with exten- TH HIGH COMMISSION FOR’ PAKISTAN THE ** PAGET LOCOMOTIVE Hitherto un- 
* sive connections in the Transport industry has invites tenders for the supply of (1) Wheeis Published details of Sir Cecil Paget's heroic 
icies on its outdoor staff tor a number otf rolled steels, with Axles. without tyres for WD experiments. Eight single-acting cylinders with rotary 
g men Excellent opportunities to those Box Cars, MG., (SD8436/GS) (2) Tyres, steel valves An application of the principles of the 
possessing good personality and anxious to succeed for WD. Box Cars metre gauge (SD8437/GS) Willans central-valve engine to the steam locomotive. 
B 966, The Railway Gazette, 33, Tothill Street, Forms of tender, which are returnable by March By James Clayton, M.B.E., M.I.Mech.E Reprinted 
london, S.W 6. 1951, may be obtained from the Commercial from The Railway Gazette, November 2, 1945 
Secretary, Supply & Stores Department, 39/40 Price 2s Post free 2s. 3d The Railway Gazette 
Lowndes Square, London, S.W.1, on payment of a 33, Tothill Street, London, S.W.1. 
fee of Five Shillings (not returnabie) for SD8&435 
7 »>ANSPORT ADMINISTR ATION IN TROPI- GS and a similar amount for SD8437 GS Phe 
CAL DEPENDENCIES By George V. O Ret SD8436/GS and SD/8437/GS_ should ar ; : : , 
Bulkeley, C.B.E., M.1I.Mech.§ With chapters on quoted on all applications for torms R AILWAY MAINTENANCE PROBLEMS By 
nee, Accounting and Statistical Method In H. A. Hull (late District Engineer, L.M.S.R.) 
iboration with Ernest J. Smith, F.C.1.S., for- ] NTERNATION AL RAILWAY ASSOCIATIONS Valuable information With much sound advice 
Chief Accountant, Nigerian Government Rail. Notes on the work of the various associations upon the upkeep of Permanent way Cloth. 8} in. 
190 pages Medium &vo Full cloth Price concerned with International traffic, principally on by 5} in 82 pp Diagrams 5s By post 5s. 3d 
By post 20s. 6d The Railway Gazette, 23 the European Continent. 2s. By post 2s. 2¢ The The Railway Gazette, 33, Tothiil Street, London 
Street, London, S.W.1 Railway Gazette, 3 Tothill Street, London, S.W.1 SW. 
Guild Thirteen branches have been = jects All grades of employees of the to the provision of motive power and the 
wrised and most of these have now) Ellison organisition will have the oppor servicing and maintenance of locomotives. 
‘nh inaugurated. For the overseas tunity of attending the luncheons in turn With the aid of lantern slides and diagrams 


nach the council has appointed a com- 
consisting of members with wide 
seus experience and now resident in 
idon. Graduates and students 
vible to join as associates. und subscrip- 

rates are £2 2s. a year for members 
d 10s. 6d. a 


ttee 


are 


year for associates 


john I Thornycroft & Co. Ltd.: Indian 


Agent.—The directors of John I. Thorny 
ft & Co. Lid. have appointed the Hind 
Victor Corporation Bombay is the 
umercial vehicle and = vehicle engine 
stuibutors in that area 
Hadtields Limited.—The directors of Had 
ds Limiced have declared an interim 
dinary dividend in accordance with 
ection 19 of the Iron & Steel Act. 1949 
e rate of 174 per cent. per annum fo 
period October 1. 1950. to February 14. 
British Bus for Norway. One of the 
gest 4-wheel buses to be put in open 
in Norway is a new Leyland Tige 
ort model OPS.4 The bus has an 
‘ length of 39 f 3 in. or nearly 
ft. in excess of the maximum length 
owed for single deck buses in Britain 
e 1% dy wus built in Norway by Roga 


nd Karosserifabrik and its) interesting 
tures include staggered individual seats 
or 49 passengers and heating radiators 
ipled to the engine water circulation 


stem 


New German-Danish Ferry Service Pro- 
posed, Negotiations to establish a new 
erry service between West Germany and 
Denmark have been held between repre 
entatives of German Federal Railways 
id the Danish State Railways in Ham 
vurg. It is planned to operate the new 


ervice between Grossenbrode, on the Ge! 


min Baltic coast. and Gjedser. Two ferry 
its. the Danmark of the Danish rail- 
vays. and a German vessel, will operate 


It is planned to transport 
nly motor first, but ferry 
tallations enlarged within 
le Next three years. so that railway roll 
ing stock may also be transported. 


ne service 
‘le 

vehicles at 

are to De 


Ellison Luncheon Club Meeting.—The 
first meeting of the Ellison Luncheon Club 
was held in Birmingham on January 24. 
Mr. T. G. Ellison, Director, George Elli- 
ym Limited, Perry Bar, Birmingham, 
presided, and the principal speaker was 
Professor A. M. Low. The club has been 
founded to foster the team spirit in the 
Ellison organisation, which — includes 
George Ellison Limited and  Tufnol 
Limited, and it is proposed to hold meet- 
ings every two months, when speakers will 
vive their views on a wide variety of sub- 


Institution of Locomotive Engineers.— At a 
general meeting of the Institution of Loco 
motive Engineers, to be held at the Institu 
tion «of 





Mechanical Engineers. Siorey’s 
Gate. London. S.W.1, at 5.30 p.m. on Feb 
ruary 21. Mr. R. F. Harvey. Vice-President 
ol tne Institution and = Chiet Office: 
(Motive Power) Kathwey Executi\ will 
read a paper entitled ~ Modernisation of 
Large Motive Power Depot. Polmadite 


Scottish Region 


Leyland Motors Limited. — lhe directors ot 











| eyla d Motors Limited decided to 
tise the dividend from 20 per cent. to 2) 
per cent. for the year ended September 30 
St The spec iX [ree p v ou 
1 l ealised ¢ le Sule Yt hiked 
SEiS ve Will be 6d 7 S 
1S e vé yefore Gross hits 
ive risen from £1,982,422 60 
Net profits are ilso highe t s 
ynpared with £706.154 
Richard Thomas & Baldwins: Dividend. 
Subject © the required certificate of 
i final dividend at ne I e ol 8 
t. (actual) the ordinary stock 
of the financial period ending Feb 
1951. will tyable by Richard 
Thomas & Baldwins Limited on June 4 
This dividend, together with the 5 per cent 
interim already paid, represents the maxi 
mum ordinary dividend permissible unde 


t 
he provisions of the Iron 
1949 The tota 
year ended April 1, 


& Steel Act 
the previous 


15 per cent 


| dividend for 
1950. was 


for Scottish Miners. 

conjunction with 
Cook & Son Ltd., arranged an 
all-in holiday scheme for Scottish miners 
und their families. The scheme which has 
been prepared with the co-operation of the 
National Coal Board. provides for holi 


Scheme 


TT 1 
Railways in 


Holiday 
British 


Thos have 


day on the South Coast of England for 
{16 10s head and includes a visit to the 
Festival of Britain Exhibition in London 
The resorts in the scheme will include 


Brighton, Hove, Eastbourne. Margate 
Ramsgate, Hastings, and Folkestone, and 
full board will be provided for six days 
Travel will be by train with 


reserved seats in each 


special 
direction 
York Locomotive Society. [he 
meeting of the York Locomotive 
which was held in the Railway 
York, was attended by 50 members: 
R. S. Jackson presided. In a _ paper 
Motive Power Depot Operation,” Mr 
J. S. Pigg. Mechanical Assistant to the 
Motive Power Superintendent, North 
Eastern Rezion, described the various 
designs of motive power depot and pointed 
out the advantages of each type, in relation 


January 
Society . 
Institute, 
Mi 


on 


Mr. Pigg referred to some of the essential 


items of plant ard equipment necessary 


for the efficient working of large and 
medium size depots, and illustrated the 
Operations carried out from the arrival of 
1 locomotive to its despatch from the depot 


for subsequent working 


Lancaster 
Service. 


and Heysham Electric Train 
Because the electric trains on the 





Lancaster-Morecambe-Heysham section of 
the London Midland Region of British 
Railways require bringing up-to-date with 


standard equipment a push-and-puil steam 
\ the time being replace the 


rvice as from February 11 


Service W fo 


General Omnibus Company. A 
dividend of 10 pel 
bonus, making 35 pet 
\ for the previous 
to be paid by the Devon General 
sus & Touring Co., Ltd The net 
s £70.278 (£159,400) after provid 
436 (£53.358) for depreciation and 


£27,500 (427.000) for taxation. 


Devon 
inal ordinary 


lus a 15 per 


I ceil 
cent 
cent for the year (as 
Vear) IS 
Omni 
profit w 
t62 








Quick-Frozen Fruit by Passenger Train. 
The Eastern Region of British Railways 
announces that it has been arranged to for 
ward by train six days a week. 
two ~ Al containers from the firm of 
| igidfrutts at East Side. Royal Docks. 
Grimsby, containing quick-frozen fruit for 
insport to Strabane. Northern Ireland 
Each consignment consists of four tons of 


pussengel 


fruit, loaded two tons per container and 
serviced with dry ice, and for the use of 
this type of highly insulated vehicle an 
idditional charge of 25 per cent. as con- 


The traffic is 
canning and is 


excellent 


tainer differential is levied 
being sent to Ireland for 
imriving at destination in 


dition 


con- 


Eastera Region Informal Staff Meeting. 

Mr. C. K. Bird. Chief Regional Officer. 
Eastern Region, presided at a meeting at 
the Bishopsgate Institute, Loendor, on 
January 30, which was attended by repre- 
sentatives of local departmental commit- 


tees and works committees in the London 
area, and trades union officials. A num- 
ber of these informal meetings have 


recently been held and it is intended they 
should enable the men’s official represent- 
atives to meet Regional Officers in an 
atmosphere in which all aspects of 
Regional working can be freely discussed. 
Present with Mr. Bird were Messrs. C. 
Dandridge, Commercia! Superintendent, 
Mr. J. I. Campbell, Civil Engineer, Mr. 
H. C. Johnson, Divisional Operating 
Superintendent (Western), A. R. Dunbar, 
Divisional Operating Superintendent 
(Eastern), Mr. L. P. Parker, Motive Powe 
Superintendent, and Mr. H. H. Halliday. 
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Regional Staff Officer; District Officers and 
others responsible for the working and 
administration of the Region also attended. 
Mr. Bird emphasised that the meeting did 
not replace any stage of the established 
negotiating machinery. A lively discussion 
produced many interesting points, some of 
which were settled immediately, and others. 


particularly those connected with more 
efficient and remunerative working, noted 
for further consideration. 


Forthcoming Meetings 
February 10 (Sat.).—British Railways. 
Southern Region, Lecture & Debating 
Society. Visit to the new B.E.A 
electric power station at Croydon. 
February 12 (Mon.).—Institute of Trans 
port, at the Jarvis Hall (R.1.B.A.), 66. 
Portland Place. London, W.1 
Brancker Memorial Lecture. “ Some 
Economic Aspects of Airline Opera- 
tion,” by Mr. Peter G. Masefield. 
February 13 (Zue.).—Institution of Mech 
anical Engineers, Storey’s Gate. St 
James's Park, London, S.W.1, at 5 0 
p.m. Automobile Division: Discussion 
on“ Wear of Fuel Injection Equipment 
and Filtration of Fuel for Com 
pression-Ignition Engines,” by Mr. A 
E. W. Austin and B. E. Goodridge 
February 13 (7ue.).—Institute of Transport 


Guildford Group, at the Railway 
Hotel, Guildford, at p.m Dis 
cussion: * Co-ordination taking 
Stock.” leader, Brigadier-General Sir 
H. Osborne Mance, Immediate Past 
President. 

February 14 (Wed.).—Royal Society of 


Arts, John Adam Street, Adelphi, Lon 
don, W.C.2, at 2.30 p.m. “ 1851-1951 
A Century of British Science.” by M1 
D. McKie. 

February 14 (Wed.).—British Railways 
Southern Region, Lecture & Debating 
Society, at the Chapter House, St 
Thomas’ Street. London Bridge, S.E.1, 


at 5.45 p.m. “Some Factors in Rail 
way Commercial Practice.” by Mr 
David Blee, Member, Railway Execu 
tive 

February 14 (Wed.).—Railway Students’ 
Association, London School of Eco 


nomics & Political Science, Houghton 


Street, Aldwych, London, W.C.2. 
6 p.m. “Suburban Railway Opera 
tion,” by Mr. C. F. Klapper. Assistant 


Editor, Modern Transport. 
February 15 (Thu.)—Diese] Engine Users 


Association, at Caxton Hall, West 
minster, London, S.W.1, at 2.30 p.m 
Informal — Discussion Operating 


Problems.” 

February 15) (Thu.).—British Railways 
(Western Region) London Lecture & 
Debating Society, in the Headquarters 


Staff Dining Club. Bishop's Bridge 
Road, Paddington, W.2, at 5.45 p.m 
Railway Quiz: Question Muster, Mt 


H. G. Bowles, Assistant Chief Regiona 
Officer, Western Region. 

February 16 (Fri.)—Carlisle & District 
Transport Club, at the County Hotel, 
Carlisle, at 7.30 p.m. “ Road Haulage 
Executive: Organisation & Operation,” 
by Mr. N. C. McPherson, Divisional 
Manager, North Eastern Division, 
Road Haulage Executive. 

February 17 (Sar.).—Permanent Way Insti- 
tution, Manchester & Liverpool Sec 
tion, at the Headquarters of the St. 
John Ambulance’ Brigade, Chapel 
Walks, Preston, at 2.30 p.m. “Can 
we Mechanise Maintenance?,” by Mr. 
W. H. Best, District Engineer, Lan- 
caster, London Midland Region. 
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Railway Stock Market 


Values and business in stock markets 
have continued to expand in all sections 
with the exception of British Funds which 
remained uncertain and lower because 
buyers are holding off until after next 
week’s big issue of nationalisation steel 
stock. The impetus to markets has been 
provided by further targe selling of steel 


shares by holders who do not wish to 
exchange into the nationalisation stock 
which will yield only approximately 34 per 
cent., compared with yields of up to 5 per 
cent. still obtainable on some leading 
industrial shares. On the other hand, 


re equivalent 
as much as 


current prices of steel shares a 


to steel stock at a discount of 


£3; and therefore steel shares are attrac- 
tive as a means of acquiring an interest in 
British Funds for large investors such as 
the big financia! institutions and invest- 
ment trusts. 

Ihe view in many quarters is that even 
f sieel stock starts its market life at 
discount it will probably rally well in due 
course The argument is that a_ big 
defence loan is a_ possibility, that the 
authorities cannot let British Funds decline 
heavily in price and that they may in fact 
decide soonei or later support the 
narket. 

If the Budget brings a big increase in 
taxation, particularly in Profits Tax, 
current hopes of higher dividends from 
numerous leading industrial shares would 
have to be abandoned in that event 


British Funds might return strongly to 
favour. 

Meanwhile markets are particularly 
active with recorded dealings at thei 
highest daily level since 1947, when 
investors were getting out of home rails 
nd Argentine rail stocks into industrial 


shares. because of nationalisation, just as 
now 


ure switching 
other industrials 

Foreign rails have been more active this 
and movements, although small. 
mostly in favour of holders 
Canadian Pacifics were prominent with an 


they from steel shares 


into 


1 
Week 


were 


idvance to 534. This reflected the general 
ise in dollar stocks in which Canadian 
securities have been prominent, and also 


hopes of higher freight rates. Canadian 


Pacific preference stock was better at 
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rail stocks due partly to U.S. demand anc 


a continued talk of a possible revaluation 


of the Mexican peso. Mexican Cent 
“A” bonds were up to 624 and Natio 


of Mexico 4} per cent. non-assented bonds 


were 414. 


Elsewhere, there has been active buying 


ot Antofagasta, particularly the prefere 
stock which tose to 554, at which th 
is a yield of 82 per cent. on the basis 
their annual 5 per cent. dividend, exclud 
the outstanding arrears of dividend. An 
fagasta ordinary stock was 8%, but like the 


a 


mae 


preference stock failed to hold all 
earlier advance. 
Nitrate Rails held their rise and w 


firm at 81s. 3d., while Taltal shares furt 
improved to 19s. Great Western of Br 
held steady at 157s., Brazil Rail gold bos 


were again 43. and San Paulo 10s. units 
changed hands around 16s. 9d. In ot 
directions. La Guaira ordinary stock s 
82. and Bolivar “C™ debentures 57 

United of Havana stocks were eas 
with the 1906 debentures at 164. Mar 

A bonds eased to S8 and the pref 
ence shares were Ss rd Leopold 
stocks attracted on noderate busing 
but held firm with few sellers about. 7 
ordinary was Il, the preference 28, w 
the 4 per cent. debentures 994 and 


debentures 1474 
per cent 
the ordinary 


6} per cent 
lerminal 4 
gsi. 


Leopoldi 
debentures rallied 
units ls. 3d 
ther dis Dorada stock was de 
in around 78! and Chilian Northe 
debentures around 43, 
Road | ransport issues 
novements, apart from 
stock which advanced to £535, 
were 110s., West Riding 54s. 6d., Lan 
shire Transport 61s. 3d., while Sou 
Wales Transport 6 per cent. preferei 
marked 21s. 43d. and Ribble M« 
Services ordinary shares 85s. 
Engineering and allied shares, aft 
rising further, were inclined to be affec 
by the higher costs resulting from the 
in the price of coal. Machine tool shares 
however, were bought at higher levels. 
Locomotive building and engineeri 


Were 
SCLLONS 


showed 
B.E.T. deferré 
Southdo 


shares have been firm again, with Hurst 


Nelson 61s. 6d. at Glasgow and Birmi: 
ham Wagon tid. Vulean Found 
were 25s. 9d., Gloucester Wagon 15s. 43 
North British Locomotive 23s. 44d., Bey 


+2 
348 


nd the 4 per cent. debentures 773 Peacock 26s. 3d., and Wagon Rep 
There was further buying of Mexican I4s. 9d 
Traftic Table of Overseas and Foreign Railways 
Trathes (ar week $ Aggregate traffics to date 
Miles W eek 3 Toral 
Railway oper ended ed Inc. or dec. ° Increase o 
this year oun toaai49 > 1949/50 decrease 
£ £ £ 
* ~Antofagasta Bil 28.1.51 102,140 34,080 4 395,530 116,2 
= | Costa Rica 281 1950 883,460 ¢525,677 26 c6, 180,729 ¢1,024,8 
© | Dorada : 70 Nov., 1950 36,972 4 13,063 4 428,205 + 107.4 
< Inter. Ctl. Amer. 794 De 1950 $1,205,407 $54,553 52 $13,466,226 + $1,071, 16 
— | La Guaira... ; 222 Sepr., 1950 $68,726 $39,529 39 $725,535 — $241,943 
© } Nitrate 382 15.8.50 10,816 8,656 32 286,336 4 6,203 
= \ Paraguay Cent 274 26.1.51 F211,215 + $75,613 30 ¥ 6.067.438 + 71,790.57 
Ps Peru Corp 1,050 Dec., 1950 $7,347,000 + $560,800 26 $46 130,000 + $12,334,0 
& (Bolivian 66 Dec., 1950 Bs.13,328,000 -+Bs.2,616,000 26 Bs.69,914,000 + Bs.7,044.8 
i Section) 
3 Salvador 100 Dec., 1950 ¢246,000 ¢32,000 26 769,000 + 39,00 
& Taltal 154 Dec., 1950 $1,435,116 $57,262 26 $9,256,802 +  $1,584,10 
at 
3 } Canadian Nationalt 23,473 Oct., 1950 18,063,000 + 2,947,000 43 150,250,000 + 13,286,000 
€} Canadian Pacifict... 17,037 Dec., 1950 11,274,000 + 1,235,000 52 126,192,000 + 5, 108,00 
VU \ 
( Barsi Light* 167 Nov., 1950 30,142 + 2,482 35 231,667 + 6,945 
» | Egyptian Delta 607 10.10.50 18,245 + 1,296 28 319,911 — 24,005 
> | Gold Coast eae 536 Dec., 1950 304,770 + 18,020 40 2,263,935 + 83,014 
24 Mid. ofW.Australia 277 Nov., 1950 40,070 + 10,472 22 193,383 + 51,544 
$s Nigeria... -.-| 1,900 Jan., 1950 502,360 + 38,978 44 5,017,814 + 266,573 
South Africa 13,347 6.1.51 1,531,505 + 296,985 39 68,094,555 +4 8,737,15 
Victoria... ws 4,744 Sept., 1950 1,729,344 + 103,977. 13 _ — 





* Receipts are calculated at Is. 6d. to the rupee 


t Caleulated at $3 to £1 





